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this session—the first of the Thirty-second Congress, I 
will print several thousand surplus copies for the purpose of 
supplying all persons who may subscribe within a reason- 
abie time—say by the 13th January—with complete copies 

‘the work. 
— first number of the Appendix will be printed in two 
or three days. ‘The Appendix will contain the Messages of 
the President of the United States ; the Reports of the heads 
of the Departments ; all the long speeches of the members 
of both Houses of Coe out or revised by them- 
selves; and all Laws and Joint Resolutions which shall be 
passed during this session. ¢ 

The Congressional Globe for the last long session—the 
first of the 3lst—made 2,180, and the Appendix 1,716 pages ; 


This is the first number of the Congressional Globe for 


waking together 3,896 pages. The Congressional Globe for | 


this session it is believed will not contain as many pages 
as it didthen. The Appendix for this session will prob- 
ably make more than it did the last long session, as all the 
jaws passed this session will be printed in it, which has not 
been done heretofore. 


The following are the prices for them during the session: | 


For the Congressional Globe,...........+.+- &3 00 
« & Appendix........ él pectananssctehabs 3 00 


THIRTY-SECOND CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
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SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The names of Senators, with the expiration of the term of 
service of each. 
Whigs (24) in Italic letters. 





MAINE. Mississippi. 
James W. Bradbury....1853 | Henry 8. Foote*....... 1853 | 
Hannibal Hamlin......1857 | Jefferson Davist.......1857 
New HaMPSHIRE. LoOvIsIANA. 
John P. Hale......+.- .1853 | Solomon W. Downs. ..1853 
Moses Norris, jr..... .. 1855 | Pierre Soulé...........1855 
VERMONT. OuI0. 
William Upham.......1853 | Salmon P. Chase..... . 1855 
Solomon Foot.......+..1857 | Benjamin. Wade....... 1857 
MASSACHUSETTS. KENTUCKY. 
John Davis............1853 | Joseph R. Underwood, .1853 
Charles Sumner... ....1857 | Henry Clay..... + eeee 1855 
Ruove Istanpb. TENNESSEE. 
John H. Clarke...... .-1853 | John Bell...... ve Ceatn 1853 
Charles T. James......1857 | James C. Jones........1857 
CONNECTICUT. INDIANA. 
Truman Smith........ 1855 | James Whitcomb)..... 1855 | 
Vacancy ..... mare sere 1857 | Jesse D. Bright..... «+1857 
New York. ILLINOIS. 
William H. Seward..,,1855 | Stephen A. Douglas.. ..1853 
Hamilton Fish.........1857 | James Shields.........1855 
New Jersey. Missouri. 
Jacob W. Miller. .... .- 1853 | David A. Atchison..... 1855 
Robert F. Stockton.... 1857 Henry S. Geyer....... 1857 | 
PENNSYLVANIA. ARKANSAS. 
James Cooper.....+++++ 1853 | William K. Sebastian..1853 | 
Richard Brodhead, jr...1857 | Solon Borland.,.....,..1855 | 
DELAWARE. MICHIGAN. 
Presley Spruance...... 1855 | Alpheus Felch........ ‘ a 
James A. Bayard......1857 | Lewis Cass...... Sods wu Reape 
MARYLAND. FLORIDA. 


Jackson Morton.......1855 
Stephen R. Mallory}...1857 


Texas. 


James A. Pearce......1855 
Thomas G. Pratt......1857 


VIRGINIA. 


Robert M. T. Hunter. ..1853 
James M. Mason......1857 


Norra CaRo.uina. 
Willie P. Mangum....1853 


Thomas J. Rusk.... 
Iowa. 
George W. Jones......1853 
George E. Badger.....1855 | Augustus C. Dodge.... 1855 
Sourn CaRo.uina. WIsconsin. 

Robert Barnwell Rhett.1853 | Isaac P. Walker.......1855 
Andrew P. Butler,.....1855 | Henry Dodge..... eves 1857 
Georeia. CaLIFORNia. 

J. McPherson Berrien.1853 | Wiliam M. Gwin......1855 

liam O. Dawson., ..1855 Vacancy ......+. .++++. 1857 


ALABAMA. *Understood to have resign- 
Jeremiah Clemens.....1853 | ¢4, to take effeet on the 5th 
William R. King....,.1855 | January, 1852. 

Resigned. {Contested. 
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man, 
Maine. 4 Charles Andrews, 
: Hlooes MeDonald, : Eparain K. 
2 Robert Uoodense, 7 Thomas J. D. Puller. 


Democrats (38) in’ Roman, and the | 


Sam Houston...... ooo L8G8 | 
++ 1857 |} 
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New Hampsuire. 
Amos Tuck, 
Charles H. Peaslee, 
Jared Perkins, 
Harry Hibbard. 


VERMONT. 
“Ahiman L. Miner, 
William Hebard, 
James Meacham, 
Thomas Bartlett. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
William Appleton, 
Robert Rantoul, jr., 
dames H. Duncan, 
Benjamin Thompson, 
Charles Allen, 
George T. Davis, 
John Z. Goodrich, 
Horace Mann, 
Orin Fowilér, 

Zeno Scudder. 


Ruope Istanp. 
George G. King, 
Benj. H. Thurston. 
CONNECTICUT. 
Charles Chapman, 
C. M. Ingersoll, 
Chauncey F. Cleveland, 
O. 8. Seymour. 


New York. 
John G. Floyd, 
Obadiah Bowne, 
Emanuel B. Hart, 

J. H. Hobart Haws, 
George Briggs, 
James Brooks, 

A. P. Stevens, 
Gilbert Dean, 
William Murray, 
Marius Schoonmaker, 
Josiah Sutherland, 
David L. Seymour, 
John L. Schoolcraft, 
John H. Boyd, 
Joseph Russell, 

John Wells, 
Alexander H, Buell, 
Preston King, 
Willard Ives, 
Timothy Jenkins, 
William W. Snow, 
Henry Bennett, 
Leander Babcock, 
Daniel T. Jones, 
Thomas Y. How, jr., 
H. 8. Waltridge, 
William A. Sackett, 
Abr. M. Schermerhorn, 
Jedediah Horseford, 
Reuben Robie, 
Frederick S. Martin, 
S. G. Haven, 
“lugustus P, Haskell, 
Lorenzo Burrows. 


New Jersey. 
Nathan T. Stratton, 
Charles Skelton, 
Isaae Wildrick, 
George H. Brown, 
Rodman M. Price. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Thomas B. Florence, 
Joseph R. Ohandler, 
Henry D. Moore, 
John Robbins, jr., 
John MeNair, 
Thomas Ross, 

Jotm A. Morrison, 
Thaddeus Stevens, 

J. Glanecy Jones, 
Milo M. Dimmick, 
H. M. Fuller, 
Galusha A. Grow, 
James Gamble, 

T. S. Bibighaus, 
William H. Kurtz, 
James X. McLanahan, 
Andrew Parker, 

John L, Dawson, 


19 Joseph H. Kuhns, 
20 John Allison, 

2L Thomas M, Howe, 
22 John W. Howe, 
23 Carleton B. Curtis, 
24 Alfred Gilmore. 


DeELaAWaRe. 
1 Georgé R. Riddle, 


MARYLAND. 
1 Richard I. Bowie, 
2 Wm. T. Hamilton, 
3 Edward Hammond, 


4 Thomas Yates Walsh, 
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5 Alexander Evans, 
6 Joseph S. Cottman. 


VIRGINIA. 


1 John 8. Millson, 

2 Richard K. Meade, 

3 Thomas H. Averett, 

4 Thomas 8. Bocock, 

5 Paulus Powell, 

6 John 8. Caskie, 

7 Thomas H. Bayly, 

8 Alexander R. Holladay, 
9 James F. Strother, 
10 
ll 
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Charles J. Faulkner, 


John Letcher, 


Henry A. Edmundson, 
Fayette MeMullen, 
James M. H. Beale, 
George W. Thompson. 
Nortu CAROLINA. 
Thomas L. Clingman, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Alfred Dockery, 
James 7. Morehead, 
Abraham W. Venable, 
John R. J. Daniel, 
William &. Ashe, 
Edward Stanly, 
David Outlaw. 


Sournm Carona. 
Daniel Wallace, 
James L, Orr, 
Joseph A. Woodward, 
John MeQueen, 
Armistead Burt, 
William Aiken, 
William Colcock. 
GEORGIA. 
Joseph W. Jackson, 
James Johnson, 
David J. Bailey, 
Charles Murphy, 
E. W. Chastain, 
Junius Hillyer, 
Alezander H, Stephens, 
Robert Poombs. 


ALABAMA. 
Jobn Bragg, 
James Abercrombie, 
Sampson W. Harris, 
Witham R. Smith, 
George 3. Houston, 
W.R. W. Cobb, 
Alexander White. 
MISSISSIPPI. 
D. B. Nabers, 
John A. Wilcox, 
J. D. Freeman, 
Albert G. Brown. 
LOUISIANA. 


Louis St. Martin, 


2 J. Aristide Landry, 
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Alexander G. Peun, 
John Moore. 
Texas. 
Volney E. Howard, 
Richardson Scurry. 


ARKANSAS. 
Robert W. Johnson. 

"TENNESSER, 
Andrew Jolinson, 
ilbert G. Watkins, 
George W. Churchwell, 
John H. Savage, 
George W. Jones, 
William H. Polk, 
Meredith ?. Gentry, 
William Oullom, 
Isham G. Harris, 
Frederick P. Staton, 
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8 John L. Taylor, ‘ 
9 Edson B. Olds, 
10 Charies Sweetser, 
1l George H. Busby, 
12 John Welch, — 6 
13 James M. Gaylord, 7 
14 Alerander Harper, 

15° William W. Hunter, 


Willis Allen 

Orlando B. Picktin, 
Richard 8. Malony, 
William A. Richardsou, 
Thompson Campbell, 
Richard Yates. 


Missowari. 


rm tot 


16 John Johnson, 1 John F. Darby, 
17 Joseph Cable, 2 Gilchrist Porter, 
18 David K. Cartter, 3 John G. Miller, 
19 Evan Newton, 4 Willard P. Hall, 


John 8. Phelps. 
Iowa. 
MICHIGAN. | Lincom Clark, 
1 Ebenezer J. Penniman,| 2 Bernhardt Henan. 
2 C. E. Smart, i Wisconsin, 
3 James I. Conger. 1 Charlies Durkee, 
2 Ben Eastman, 
3 James D. Dovy. 
CALIPORNIA. 
1 Joseph W. MeCorkle, 
2 Edward C. Marshall. 
Orere@on TERRITORY. 
1 Joseph Lane, (delegate. ) 
Minnesota T. 
f Henry H. Sibley, (delg’t.) 
Uran T. 
1 John M. Bernhisel, (del.) 
« New Mexico T. 
| 1 R. W. Weightman, (dei.) 


20 Joshua R. Giddings, 
21 Norton 8. Townshend. 


~ 


INDIANA. 
James Lockhart, 
Cyrus L. Dunham, 
John L. Robinson, 
Samuel W. Parker, 
Thomas A. Hendricks, 
Willis A. Gorman, 
John G. Davis, 
Daniel Mace, 
9 Graham N. Fitch, } 
10 Samuel Brenton. 


ILLINOIS. ' 
1 William H. Bissell, 


DaIS.WH sh wwe 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 1, 1851. 
This being the day set apart by the Constitu- 


tion for the meeting of Congress, the Senators 
assembled in their Chamber, at 12 m. 


The following Senators were present: 
Maine.—Mr. Hamlin. 

New Hampshire.—M essrs. Hale and Norris. 
Vermont.—Messrs. Upham and Foot, 
Massachusetts—Messrs. Davis and Sumner. 
Rhode Island.—Messrs. Clarke and James. 
Connecticut. —Mr. Smith. 

New York.—Messrs. Fish and Seward. 
New Jersey.—Mr. Miller. 
Pennsylvania.—Messrs. Brodhead and Cooper. 
Delaware.—Messrs. Spruance and Bayard. 
Maryland.—Messrs. Pearce and Pratt. 
Virginia.—Mr. Mason. 

Georgia.—Messrs. Berrien and Dawson. 
Alabama.—Messrs. King and Clemens. 
Mississippi.—Mr. Foote. 

Ohio.—Messrs. Chase and Wade. 
Kentucky.—Messrs. Underwood and Clay. 
Indiana.—Messrs. Bright and Whitcomb. 
Illinois. —Mr. Shields. 

Missouri.—Messrs. Atchison and Geyer. 
Michigan.—Messrs. Cass and Felch. 
Florida.—Mr. Morton; Stephen R. Mallory 





and D. L. Yulee, contestants. 


Towa.—Messrs. Dodge and Jones. 
Wisconsin.—Messrs. Dodge and Walker. 
California —Mr. Gwin. 


The PRESIDENT of the Senate, Hon. Wu. 


| R. Kine, having called the Senate to order, the 
| Rev. C. M. Burier, Chaplain to the Senate, per- 
| formed devotional exercises. 


Mr. SEWARD then rose and said: Mr. Presi- 


| dent, I beg leave to present the credentials of the 


Christopher H. Williams. 


FLORIDA. 
B. Carrington Cabell, 
Kentucky. 
Linn Boyd, 
Benj. Edward Grey, 
Presly M. Ewing, 
William T. Ward, 
James W. Stone, 
Addison White, 
Humphrey Marshall, 
John C. Breckenridge, 
John C. Mason, 
Richard H. Stanton. 


Outo. 
David T. Disney, 


2 Lewis D. Campbell, 
3 Hiram Bell, 

4 Benjamia Stanton, 
5 Alfred P. Egerton, 


6 Frederick 


. Green, 


7 Nelson Barere, 


Hon. Hamittron Fisu, a Senator elect from the 
State of New York for the term of six years, com- 
| mencing on the 4th of March last. 


ms : hadi . 
The credentials were read at the Secretary's 


| desk. 


Mr. CHASE. I beg leave to present the cre- 


dentials of the Hon. Bensamiw F. Wane, a Sen- 
ator elect from the State of Ohio. 


The credentials were read. 
Mr. MILLER. I beg leave to present the cre- 


| dentials of the Hon. Roserr F. Srocerown, a 


|| Senator elect from the State of New Jersey. 
The credentials were read. 


‘ 


Mr. CLARKE, 


I beg leave to present the cre- 
dentials of the Hon. Cuarnres T. James, a Senator 
elect from the State of Rhode Island. 


The credentials were read. 


Mr. ATCHISON. 


I desire to present the cre- 
dentials of Henry S. Geyer, a Senator elect from 
the State of Missouri. 


The credentials were read. 
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Mr. CASS. 1 have been requested to present 
the credentials of Caartes Sumner, a Senator 
eleet from the State of Massachusetts, 

The credentials were read. 

The Hon. Hamilton Fish, Benjamin F. Wade, 
Charles T. James, Henry 8S. Geyer, and Charles 
Sumner, then proceeded to the President’s seat, 
and the usual oath was administered to them. 


CONTESTED SEAT OF SENATOR FROM 
FLORIDA. 


Mr. MORTON. Mr. President : I beg leave 
to present to the Senate the certificate of the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Florida, certifying the election 
of the Hon. Sreruen R. Marrory tothe Senateof 
the United States for the term of six years, com- 
mencing on the 4th of March last. 

I beg leave, also, to present to the Senatea copy 
of the journal of the House of Representatives of 


the State of Florida, showing the proceedings of || 


the joint meeting of the two Houses of the Le- | 
gislature on the occasion of the election of a Senator 

for the term mentioned, and which is claimed by 

the Hon. Davi L. Yuter, as evidence that he 

was elected as the Senator of the State of Florida 

for the term commencing on the 4th of March 

last. The proceedings are certified by the Secre- 

tary of State of Florida. 

Chav considered it my especial duty to present 
to the Senate the claims of each of the gent!emen 
to the seat in this body of a Senator from Florida, | 
for such action as the Senate may think proper, | 
without indicating on my part what that action |) 

| 
| 





should be, but simply ask that the papers may be || 
read. 
The credentials signed by the Governor of || 
Florida, and the proceedings of the Legislature || 
in the election of a Senator, extracted from its || 
journals, certified by the Secretary of State, were || 
also read. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the | 
impression, that inasmuch as it is apparent that 
there is a contest for the seat of Senator from 
Florida, it is not his province to decide who is || 
entitled to it. Under ordinary circumstances, he 
would ask the gentleman whose credentials are || 
yresented to come forward and take the oath; but 
heretofees some cases have arisen—there was one | 
of great importance in the case of a Senator from | 
Rhode Island—in which it was left to the Senate 
to decide whether the individual having the cértifi- | 
cate should be qualified and the contest afterwards 
go on. It is, therefore, in the opinion of the 
Shair, a proper subject for the Senate to decide, 
as to whether they will admit either gentleman | 
previous to an investigation by a committee, or 
exclude both until after an investigation. The 
Chair expresses no opinion on the subject, | 
although, as a member of the Senate, he once | 
gave an opinion in the course of the Rhode Island | 
case. Another case, although it was not precisely 
like this, is that of Mr. Lanman of Connecticut, | 
who was not permitted to take his seat because 
the Governor of Connecticut appointed him when 


he had no right to appoint, the Legislature having || 
been in session after the vacancy and before the 


appointment. The cases are not similar. 
he Chair trusts that the Senate will take some } 
action in the matter, in order that the question || 
may be decided, so that he may ascertain whether | 
it is his duty to administer the oath to the gentle- 
man who received the certificate or not. 
Mr. BRIGHT. In order to reach the facts in | 
this case in as condensed a form as possible, I | 
move that the credentials of the Senator elect, | 
together with the extract from the journals of the | 
Fiorida Legislature, be referred to a select com- | 
mittee of five. 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, for one, I cannot | 
vote forthat motion. I think the case is perfectly | 
_ clear, according to the u existing in every de- | 
liberative body of which IT have any knowledge. | 
Mr. Mallory comes here with a credential in due | 
form, affording prima fucie evidence of his right | 
to the seat which he claims. ‘There is presented | 
at the same time, and I must say informally, in | 
my judgment, proceedings behind the credentials | 
which took place in the legislative body. { say | 
they are informally presented, because it appears | 
to me that they could only be legitimately SHered 
at the tine when the gentleman contesting the seat 
of Mr. Mallory should choose to’ present’a peti- 
tion claiming that seat. Under these circum- |) 
stances, but for the motion already made, I should |! 


| on this occasion. 


|} Seat. 


—fihieeencetiitionen 


| 
| move at once that the oath of 
teredto Mr. Mallory. , 
Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi: I hope that, un- 
der the circumstances, the honorable Senator from 
| Indiana [Mr. Baicur] will not press his motion. 
| I understand that a ve 
| supptied by this body m ate. of the views just 
| announced by the honorable Senator from Ken- 
| tucky, [Mr. Guar] I certainly should have made 
| the motion suggested by him, but that I waited, I 


office be adminis- 
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recent precedent has been | 


|| facie evidence may be allowed, in its effec 


| thought with due deference, for some older mem- | 


| ber of the Senate to make some motion. 
| to me that my friend from Indiana will not hesi- 
| tate, after this explanation, to withdrw his motion, 
| that the other motion may take its place. 1 think 
‘the Senator whose credentials have been pre- 

sented, should be permitted to take his seat-until 


It seems | 


some contest arises which may oust him there- | 


from, 


Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, the public 


papers have advised us of the existence of this | 
controversy, and I presume it has engaged the at- | 


tention an 
| of the Senate. In my view of the subject, it isa 
| case altogether without precedent. I think neither 
| of the cases which have been mentioned afford a 
precedent which can properly guide and direct us 
In the case of Mr. Lanman, 


ee the reflection of the members || 
r 


there was no party contesting; but upon the face | 


authority not conferred by the Constitution upon 
the Executive of a State. The Senate, therefore, 


of itself, took that subject into consideration, and || 


decided that Mr. Lanman was not entitled to a | 
That case, I apprehend, was entirely differ- 
ent from the present. 

A word now as to the Rhode Island case—the | 
case of Robbins and Potter. 
Mr. Robbins, holding a certificate from the Gov- 


| ernor of the State, had been presented at a session 


anterior to that at which he proposed to take his 
seat. When the time for the meeting of Congress 
arrived, Mr. Potter came, presenting a similar cer- 
tificate of his subsequent election by the Legisla- 
by this second 


ture, founded upon the assumption, 


Legislature, of the invalidity of the act of the first. || 
It was in that state of facts that the question was || 


presented to the Senate. Relying upon the fact 
that Mr. Robbins’s credentials had been received 
and read in the Senate and placed upon their files, 
and upon the consideration that after the 4th of 
March subsequent to such reception of the cre- 
dentials, Mr. Robbins, holding this prima facie 
evidence of his election, would have been entitled 
to his seat, the Senate determined that he should 
be permitted to take the oath as a member of the 
Senate, and the subject was then referred to a com- 
mittee to ascertain the validity of the claims of the 
respective parties. But here, sir, is a ease in 
which two parties present themselves, claiming a 
seat in the Senate of the United States. The 
question of the right of either of these gentlemen 
to that seat is a question, the obligation to decide 


| of the case there was a manifest assumption of || 


The credentials of || 


which is imposed by the Constitution upon us. It | 


is impossible to transfer this authority te any other 


|| functionary. The Governor of the State of Flor- 


ida has granted a certificate in the form of a com- | 


mission, ee to the election of one of these 
individuals. 
upon which that certificate of the Governor is 


| founded, and coincidence with which is absolutely 


indispensable to give to that certificate any validity 
whatever, are before ys. 
usage of the Senate to allow to the certificate of 
the Governor this prima facie effect. But what is 


he proceedings of the Legislature || 


Without doubt it is the | 


prima facie evidence? Of what validity is prima | 


facie evidence in the face of evidence which is ple- 
nary? I beg not to be understood as expressing 
any opinion upon the effect of the facts which are 
disclosed in those proceedings. I am answering 
the suggestion, that the certificate of the Governor 
is prima facie evidence which imposes upon the 
Senate the obligation to admit the person in whose 
favor the certificate has been granted, to a seat, [ 


individual presents the certificate of the Governor 
of a State, and no party appears to contest his 


} 


| say this has been the usage uniformly where an | 


| 


| 


claim; it is received as prima’ facie evidence, and | 
the prima facie evidence becomes absalute in the | 


absence of any contradictory evidence. Here, | 
however, you have the evidence upon which the | 


certificate was founded, and you have here another | 


individual claiming that upon that plenary evi- 
dence which he submits he is the dues elect | 


Dee. |, 


SS 


—— 


from Florida. Can you recede from your objj 
tions under the Constitution to decide, bety, 
these conflicting claims? Can you transfer to the 
Governor of the State of Florida the right, ang 
throw upon him the responsibility of decidia 
facts which are before you, and which the Coe 
stitution makes it your duty to decide? ¥ 
come conclusive in the absence of plenary ld 
but hereis thatplenary evidence, here are thove fact, 
authenticated before you, upon which the coulan 
ant claims his seat in this body, and upon which 
he denies the validity of the certificate by the Goy 
ernor. Then it is no longer to be considered gs 
| prima facie evidence which entitles the party hold. 
Ing it to awything resulting from its force ang 
| effect, till it is compared with the plenary evidenc, 
and you havedecided upon that. At the first ele.” 


| tion which took place, there appears to have |e) 


cast twenty-nine votes for one gentlemen ayq 
twenty-nine blanks, The question which that ree. 
ord présents is, whether these blanks are votes__ 
whether the party receiving these twenty-nine 
| votes was the sole nominee on that occasion. 
| Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I rise to a point 
of order. With great respect and kindness fy, 
| the honorable gentleman, it does seem to me that 
| he is discussing the merits of the case, whereas 
the question at present is, I believe, only upon 
what has been the usage of the Senate in such 
| cases. I make this suggestion with great defer. 
ence; but the remarks of the honorable Senatoy 
from Georgia may give rise to controversy. 
[he PRESIDENT. The question before the 





| Senate is on referring to a select committee of 


five. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Unquestionably; and that is 
met by the suggestion that the prima facie evidence 
afforded by the certificate ought to control the 
action of the Senate so far as to entitle one of these 
| gentlemen to be sworn in. I am endeavoring to 


| show my own view of the propriety of that sug- 


| gestion—my own view of the proposition that this 
is to be considered prima facie evidence leading to 
such a result under the existing circumstances of 
the case—and I submit to you, sir, that I am per- 
| fectly in order, and arguing the question with the 
same strictness with which I should be required 
to discuss it before a judicial tribunal. , 
Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I will withdraw 
the 7 if the Senator desires to proceed. 
Mr. BERRIEN. If, in the view of the Chair, 
| I have departed from the rules of order, I will 
cheerfully acquiesce. 
The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Georgia 
will proceed. £ 
Mr. BERRIEN. Sir, the single question pre- 
sented to our consideration is the validity of the 
| first election. I say, the single question which 
| must ultimately be presented to the consideration 
of the Senate is the validity of that first election; 
| because if that first election be valid, all the sub- 
sequent acts, whether legislative or executive, 
/must be invalid. And therefore to allow to the 
certificate of a Governor, founded on those facts 
which are in evidence, such an effect as would 
destroy the validity of that first election to a cer- 
tain extent before the Senate has inquired into it, 
would in my judgment be a manifest error. 
| Sir, I did not rise for the purpose of discussing 
_ this question, and I should not perhaps have gone 
| so far in the observations which I have made but 
for the suggestion of a departure on my part from 
the rules of order. J depart not from the order of 
| the discussion. I maintain,according to my view 
of the subject, that the prima facie evidence afford- 
ed by the certificate granted by the Governor is s0 
far controlled by the exemplification of the legis- 
lative record, that it would be improper for the 
Senate to act on this subject.so as to advance the 
interest either of one or the other of these parties, 
until an investigation shall have been had by 4 
| select committee upon the plenary evidence now 
| before us which, in deciding the question the Sen- 
ate must ultimately decide, the validity of the first 
election, will, if chat validity be affirmed, relieve 
| the Senate from the consideration of all other 
questions. 
Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I stated before 


| my own recollection of a very recent precedent in 





this body. I find my recollection to be that of 


every member of the body with whom I have had 
a consultation, It was the case of a Senator from 
Illinois, (Mr. Sareips.} His right to his seat wos 


. 
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in the first instance. We also positively ure 
fin satin the and deliberately, that his having || Senate are very familiar with them, I will ask’) jority of the 
accepted the seat with the consent of the Senate || leave to refer tothem. By section 3, article 1, of | ‘weni one w 


during our deliberations, to resign. The book || ded that ‘‘ the Senate of the United States shall !| individuals were to be settled, 
containing this precedent has just been furnished || v 
me. 1 have not had an opportunity of looking || ‘chosen by the Legislature thereof for six years, || both these gentlemen are sound on the 
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ely disputed. We decided to admit him to 


Legislatures of the States, and does nothing more. || New J ersey presented themselves with the prima 
| As these provisions are very short, although the || facie evidence, and the result of the political ma- 
House was to be changed as that 
yay or another, That was a very un- 
fortunate circumstance, under which the rights of 
| un Fortunately, in 
| this case there is nothing of that sort, I presume 


é great ques- 
tions that have disturbed the country, and that Sos 











laced him in such a position as not to allow him, || the Constitution of the United States, it is provi- 
‘be composed of two Senators from each State, 


into it; but I believe the Senate on that occasion || ‘and eacii Senator shall have one vote.”’ The | 
did decide that the certificate of the election sup- || right of choosing is therefore lodged in the Legis- || been so happily settled. There can, therefore, 
slied prima facie evidence of his right to the seat, || lature of the State. The next provision is in sec- || be no difficulty oa that score; and the political. 
and that it was the duty of the Senate, on the || tion 4, article 1, and provides that ‘the times, || majorit here 1s so decisive and so decided that it 
simple presentation of it, to allow the Senator to || ‘ places, and manner of ne elections for Sen- || cannot be disturbed even by the presence of what 
be sworn i and take his seat untila contest should || ‘ ators and Representatives shall. be prescribed in || Free-Soilers have got smuggled into the Senate. 
arise, the result of which was an ousting of that || ‘each State by the Legislature thereof; but the || Mr, FOOTE, of Mississippi. I rise to a point 
Senator. I understand that to have been settled. || ‘Congress may at any time, by law, make or alter || of order. I do not think the zentleman is discuss- 
if so—if such was the decision of this*body in || ‘such regulations, except as to the places of choos- || ing anything now before us. The question of 
that case, it seems to me not exactly in strict || ‘ing Senators. And the third provision 18 in |) free-soil is in no way connected with the subject. 
order, for me at least, to go beyond the only legit- || section 5, same article, which provides that‘ each || I am always glad to hear the gentleman on any 

other subject. I am a non-agitator, and am op- 

posed to his agitating that question. I know that 


: : i] : , 
imate evidence pertaining to a caseof that kind, || ¢ House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, 
1e has an unfortunate weakness which disables 





to wit, the evidence contained in the certificate of | ‘and qualifications of its own members,” &c. 
the Executive. I shall therefore limit my remarks || Now, the Constitution does not prescribe how 


to that precise point, the fact of the election shall be certified to theSen- | him from discussing anything without bringing 
The reason why I rose before, and called the || ate, but leaves that power with the Legislatures || it in. 
honorable-Senator from Georgia to order—I hope || of the States. I have not looked—for I have not'| The PRESIDENT. The Senator from New 





in a very respectful manner—was, that it seemed || had time—further than to the legislation of Vir- Hampshire understands that the question is on 
to me that .his line of remark would neuer || ginia—my own State-—upon that subject. I find | the reference to a committee. 
open a field for discussion to a very considerable {| that the State of ae has prescribed the form || Mr. HALE. I suppose the Chair ufderstands 
extent, and give rise to a great deal of feeling, and || of the return. The firstSenators that were elected || the question from my remarks. The honorable 
might more or less embarrass our action in this || under the Constitution were elected in 1778. It |) Senator from Mississippi should remember that 
matter. My impression is yet, that the most ex- || is provided by law that the Clerk of the House of || we have not all had so much experience on these 
yedient course to be pursued would be for the | Delegates shall notify the Governor of the elec- questions as he has had, and possibly some of us 
ionorable Senator from Indiana to withdraw his || tion of Senators, and the Governor shall cause || have not heard sb much about them. I was re- 
motion, and allow the one intimated by the hon- || the credentials to be made out under the seal of the || ferring to these things not in a mere light and 
orable Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] to be || Commonwealth, and sent to the Senator elect, to ' 
submitted in its place. We could then settle the || be presented to the Senate of the United States. || tages in which the Senate is placed, by which it 
question very easily; and while the whole subject | It prescribeg the form of the credentials, which is, || can consider the subject irrespective of all extra- 
was referred to a committee, the State of Florida || in effect, a certificate from the government that the || neous considerations. But to come to the naked 
would be fully represented in this body. If my || Senator, A B, has been chosen, in pursuance of || merits of the question, I ask, with great deference, 
friend will not do that, his refusal may oblige || the Constitution, by the General Assambly of the || any of the older members Of the Senate—I would 
some of us to move a modification, to strike out || State of Virginia. That is, prima facie, competent || not have spoken, being a young man, had not 
all after the word ‘* Resolved’’ of his resolution, || and sufficient evidence of the fact of the election || the young gentleman from “Mississippi set the 
and in lieu of ita proposition to admit the hon- || in the manner and form prescribed by law. And || example—I ask any of the old or young members 
orable Senator from Florida to his seat at once. || under such returns I apprehend that the party || pf the Senate, and middle-aged ones too, if they 
I shall accordingly make that motion, unless m thus certified to be elected will have the right to || know of an instance in which a Senator has pre- 
friend will, in the spirit of compromise—for which | take his seat in this body, and then await the || sented his credentials in the ordinary form who 
I know he is distinguished—allow the course of || result of any controversy that may arise, has been refused his seat? I put this question en- 
proceeding which I have intimated, to be adopted. | But in the present case there is no such return. || tirely irrespective of the ulterior merits of this cage. 
f he will withdraw his motion I think we could || In the State of Florida there is no law, as I am | How was it in the case of the honorable Senator 
get at the point, and have it settled at once, so far || informed, prescribing the mode in which the fact || from Lllinois? A « 
as the prima facie proceeding is concerned. || of the election shall be certified. The Governor || tion was made, ion the Senator stood in his seat 
Mr. MASON. My attention has been called to || has certified that fact in the case now before us, || holding in his hand evidence which would dis- 
this question to some extent. J think that at the || but without the authority of law for sodoing. An- || qualify him just as much as if five hundred con- 
last session the gentleman who was then the Sen- || other gentleman has presented an exemplified copy || testants had been here. That fact was known to 
ator from Florida, [Mr. Yutee,] and whose term || of what he claims to have been an election of Sena- || the Senate; and yet, in the face of it, the Senator 
expired on the 4th of March last, presented to the || tor by the Legislature of Florida. I am informed— || was unanimously admitted to take his oath and 
Senate an extract from the journals of the Legisla- || that gentleman [Mr. Yuree] has placed in my || his seat, and then in a few days an investigation 
ture of Florida, with a view, as he stated at the || hands, at my request, the legislation of Florida || was had. But while the contest is going on, the 
time, according to my recollection, to call the atten- || upon that subject—that it makes the Secretary of || individual presenting the common evidence which 
tion of the Senate to the fact df an election which |; the Commonwealth the keeper of the journals of || you and I and every member of the Senate have 


frivolous way, but as one of the series of advan- 


uestion arose there; an objec- 


had been made by that Legislature, and which he || the Legislature, and gives to that Secretary the || —the certificate from the executive officer of the 
suggested had resulted in his favor. The only ac- || power to exemplify, under the great seal of the || Commonwealth—is entitled to his seat, 

tion of the Senate upon it at present, | presume, || Commonwealth, all papers of that character. It || The honorable Senator from Florida comes 
will be such as to enable this body, holding the || seems to me, then, th 


at if there be a return at all, || within the category. I presume it is not known 
seales perfectly even between these gentlemen, to-|| in its technical and legal sense, it is the exempli- || to one quarter or one half of the Senate, whether, 
fi y 2 ’ 6 P 1 


make the inquiry which necessarily devolves upon || fication of the proceedings of the Legislature, which || in the various States of the Union there is any 
us in such a manner as to discharge the duty faith- || has been certified under the great seal of the Com- || statute authorizing the Governor to certify the 
fully which the Senate owes to the country and to || monwealth, and which is presented by the gentle- || proceedings of the Legislature. I do not know 
the State of Florida. It does seem to me, from the || man [Mr. Yutee] who claims to have been elected || that there is such a one in my State. I doubt if 
consideration that I have been able to bestow upon || by the first action of the Legislature upon that sub- | there be. But that is not the question, The ques- 
this subject, that where a gentleman presents him- || ject. That isan exemplification in pursuance of the || tion is, whether it is the ordinary evidence—the 
self to the Senate with a return, in its technical and i of Florida by the keeper of the journals of | evidence upon which the Senate ordinarily acts. 
|| the proceedings of its Legislature. || They do not know whether there is any act of the 

|| Lsubmit these remarks with very great defer- || Legislature of the State authorizing the Chief 

facie evidence of his election, and, according to the || ence, in the belief that there is before us no cor- || Magistrate to present the certificate. You have 
usage of the Senate, and I believe of all deliberative | rect return of the election of Senator, and, there- || just sworn in one Senator [Mr. Fis] who pre- 
bodies, he takes his seat, and awaits any contro- || fore, the burden of proof has not been shifted, | sented no certificate from the Governor of his 
versy that may subsequently arise respecting his || but the parties stand in @quale jure, and that the | State. He simply presented the evidence of the 
tight to thatseat. But if the gentleman presents || proper course for us to pursue is the course indi- | doings of the two houses of the Legislature. The 
himself without a return in its technical ad legal || cated by the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Brient,} || gentleman from Florida, I presume, presents 
Sense,and any serious doubt is entertained and is || to refer this matter to a committee. '| the ordinary evidence which Senators from that 
presented as to the validity of his election, he then Mr.HALE. As has been well said, it is proper || State present. It seems to me, that if we adhere 
appears, [ apprehend, without having this prima || that the Senate should keep itself in such a situa- || to the course always pursued heretofore—that is, 
facie evidence in his favor. | tion that no undue advantage should be given to || that the gentleman having prima facie evidence 
Now, if I understand the meaning of the term || one or other of the gentlemen claiming the seat. | shall take his seat—we do not confirm him in his 
‘prima facie evidence,” it means necessarily that || It strikes me to be a matter of very great moment || seat a moment, or prepa the claims of the con- 
it is competent evidence; it must be evidence just || that this question should be settled aright, And || testant. I hope this course will be adhered to, 
as competent as that which will prove the ‘fact || it also strikes me that it is a peculiarly fortunate | and that the Senator from Florida will be allowed 
legitimately, and the only effect of such evidence time, and that the cireumstances attending the | to take his seat, and then let the thing take the 


e j 
legal sense, showing that he has been elected to 


this body, it is necessarily to be received as prima 


| 
| 
' 
} 





is to shift the burden of proof upon the party who || question are peculiarly fortunate also to enable the | course suggested by the Senator from Indiana. 
contests the fact thus proven. The Constitution || de 


of the United States, according to my examina- 
‘ion, has three provisions upon this subj t. The 
first lodges the right to elect the Senator in the 


. 





nate to settle it irrespective of any extraneous | But itseems tome that until he has taken his seat we 
considerations. It isa very different case from | are departing from the usual course of the Senate. 
that which occurred in the other wing of the Iam nota great sti¢kler for States righte—I 
Capitol a few years ago, when the members from } mean in the popular, cant sense of the phrase. I 









am not one of those who believe that we are thir- 
ty-one sovereign States. I believe the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mr. Foote] does. I do not be- 
lieve in that magniloquent idea of State sover- 
eignty. Still, I think there is some respect due to 
the States, and that the mw 8 with which the 
Senators from the States are always treated on 
presenting prima facie evidence, should govern the 
Senate with respect to the honorable Senator from 
Florida. It seems to me that he should take his 
seat, and that the matter should then take the 
course suggested by the honorable Senator from 
Indiana. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think there is no doubt 
about the principle, that a person who presents 
prima facie evidence of his election as a Senator 
must beadmitted. Weallagreeaboutthat. The 
question here in this case, however, is, whether 
there are not two persons presenting such evidence 
in support of conflicting claims. 

The Senator from Florida, [Mr. Morron,] in 
behalf of one candidate, presents the Governor’s | 
certificate of election, or, what is to the same effect, | 
a commission founded on an élection or appoint- | 
ment by the Legislature. Such evidence has been | 
sencivod: by the Senate as prima facie from the ear- | 
liest history of the Government, and therefore, if 
unopposed, would be ample and adequate now. 

But the same Senator presents, in behalf of an- | 
other candidate, certified proceedings of the Legis- | 
lature of Florida, which, he claims, show that he 
was duly chosen or appointed by that body. This 
form of evidence has always been accepted by the 
Senate also. No Senator from the State of New | 
York ever brought a commission or certificate from 
the Governor. All of them have brought here 
credentials given by the Legislature, or certificates 
by their officers, authenticating their action, and 
nothing more. 

Thus each candidate submits sufficient prima 
facie evidence, and they are equal in position. | 
This is so, subject to one ere The legislative 





certificate, after reciting what Mr. Yure claims to | 
be an election, shows that the presiding officer de~| 
cided that there was no election, and the Legisla- | 
But that in- | 


ture preceeded to a new election. 
volves the question, whether what had already been | 
done constituted an election or not. It is under- | 
stood that fifty-eight members of the Legislature 
attended: twenty-nine voted for Mr. Yurer, and 
twenty-nine cast blank ballots. If these be counted 
as adverse ballots, then Mr. Yurere was not elected. 


If they be counted as no ballots, or as nothing, then |} 


he was elected. Now,I have no judgment formed 
on that question. The bias of my mind is adverse | 
to the latter view. But it is a question, a real | 
question, a grave question. I do not see how I 
can vote for the admission of the candidate holding 
the Governor’s certificate, without deciding this 
question, which I wish to hear discussed. In 
order to do exact justice, therefore, I shall vote for 
the motion of the Senator from Indiana, to refer 


|| unpleasant? 
| minister the oath to the man having in his pocket | 
the return, and let him who contests the seat come | 


|| it. 
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ascertained, the presiding officer considering that 4 
there was no election, the Legislature proceeded 
to elect, and the gentleman who now claims to 


| election a credential, is, 1 think, a great abuse of 
terms. The only evidence of any election which 
we have, is the certificate of the Governor. And 
here, allow me to say, with great deference to the 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Berrren,} that I 


two classes of evidence, and then to bring before 
| the Senate prima facie evidence and plenary evi- 
dence, and the 
prima facie, that that prima facie evidence should be 
| deprived of any effect. 


stitutes a law of deliberative bodies. But let us 
push this argument a little further. In the case, 
so often mentioned, of the Senator from Illinois, 
{[Mr. Surexps,} there was ‘plenary evidence, ac- 
cording to the argument of the Senator from Geor- 


gia; there was the evidence before the Senate of 


his being an alien at the time of his election, but 
there was also the prima facie evidence of his havin 
been elected by the Legislature of his State. An 


how did the Senate treat this description of evidence, | 
plenary and prima facie? Why, they did not look at | 


the plenary, as it has been called; they were gov- 


_erned solely by the prima facie. They admitted him || 
|| to his seat; and were not governed by the plenary, 


| because the time had not arrived for it to have any 
effect. That time was after the Senator had re- 


| ceived the oath and taken his seat, and when the || 
|| question of the validity of his election should || 


come up before the Committee of Edections, or 
some other mode of investigation. 
push this a little further: ‘Take the case of a 
_ member of the House of Representatives. 


sents his return of his election. B presents a rec- 


ord of evidence—plenary, according to the argu- | 


ment of the Senator from Georgia—showing that A 
had not been legally elected, but that, if deprived of 
certain illegal votes which had been given to him, 


he would be found to have obtained only a minor- | 


ity, while B, the contestant, had really a right to 


is the prima facie evidence, and here is the plenary 
| evidence; but did you ever hear any instance of 
that kind where a legislative body, upon the pre- 
| sentation of the return, would go into that which 


| case as to who was entitled to his seat? 
ever hear of it, except 
instance referred to, which arose from considera- 
| tions to which I shall not advert because they are 
But invariably the practice is to ad- 


| forward, by petition orsome other mode, and claim 
Here, I say, if 





to a select committee. 
I do not see that the precedent in the case of | 
the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Suietps] touches 
this question. That Senator presented his cre- | 
dentials, and there was no adverse claimant. If I | 
recollect aright, there was alleged to be evidence | 
that he was not qualified to accept the place; but | 
there was no question as to his having been elected | 
or appointed to it by the Legislature of the State. 
There was but one certificate, or one prima facie 
case, made out. On these considerations, as at 
yresent advised, I shall vote for the motion of the 
fouorabls Senator from Indiana. } 
Mr. CLAY. Feeble as I am, I cannot refrain | 
from making a few additional observations. There 
is no doubt of the duty and the right of this body | 
to determine all questions of elections of its mem- | 
bers. The question is as to the method of doing | 
this, and that nd has been settled, | believe, | 
by every deliberative body upon earth. It is 
this: If there is a contest, by two claiming the | 
same seat, the party having the return takes | 
the seat, and the other party presents his peti- 
tion claiming it; that petition 1s referred to a com- 
mittee; it is reported apen by the committee and 
acted upon by the body. Now, one very great 
error committed, as I conceive, by the gentleman 
who last addressed you, was to treat that Journal 
as an election—to consider it as a credential. It 
ig no such thing. When, you look into it, you 
find twenty-nine votes given for one person, and 
twenty-nine blanks. Upon that result having been 


|| Mr. BRIGHT. 


Legislature of “lorida, which I think is entirely. 
out of order and informal, it proves there was no 
election in the first instance, and therefore no cre- 
dentials. It proves, according to the legislative 
sense, that there was no election. The Legisla- 
ture afterwards proceeded to make an election; 
and the Governor has given the certificate of it. 
The only question which can arise at any stage 
of this proceeding, even after it is referred to a 
committee, is whether you will overrule the decis- 
ion of the Legislature, and declare, contrary to 
their judgment, that an election was made of Mr. 
Yutee, when they declared that there was no elec- 
tion, and proceeded to elect. 

I did not intend, by the mo- 
tion I made, to indicate an opinion as to the right 
of either party claiming the seat. My object was 
to expedite the business of the body. I see, 
however, from indications around me, that the 
motion I made will be calculated perhaps to em- 
barrass Senators and prolong the debate. Believ- 
ing that the contestant in this case will not be at 


} 
| 


|| all prejudiced by permitting the gentleman having 


| the certificate to be sworn in, I shall withdraw 
my motion. I do it somewhat at the instance of 

| the contestant himself, I have no objection to the 
gentleman taking the oath. 
| Mr. CLAY. I move, then, that the gentleman 
whose credentials have been presented, be sworn 
| in, accordiag to the usage of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Ma ttery then took the oath of office. 


il 


} 


| think a great error in his argument was to assume | 


lenary evidence overruling the | 


ow, I deny, in the first | 
| place, that plenary evidence is before us, legally | 
/ and formally, according to that usage which con- | 


We might | 


A pre- 1} 


the return, and therefore a right to his seat. Here | 


is called the plenary evidence, and decide upon the || 
i Did you 
erhaps in the memorable | 


ou go into the journal of the | 


Dee. 1, 


Mr. BRIGHT moved that the letter Presentag 
the contestant at the last executive Session 


b 
| oF the Senate, together with the record and other 
'| take the oath was elected. To call that first pro- | 
ceeding, therefore, an election, and to call that || 


papers relative to the matter, be referred to a selec, 


committee of five. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. GWIN, the election of 1), 
special committee was postponed until one o’eloc, 
to-morrow. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 
On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, it was 


Ordered, That the daily hour of meeting of the 
* be twelve o’clock meridian, until otherwise ordered 


NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION, 
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, it was 


° : 
Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of 
| resentatives that a quorum of the Senate has assem 
| and the Senate is ready to proceed to business. 


NOTICES. 


Mr. GWIN gave notice of his intention to ag 
leave to introduce— 

A bill to authorize and direct the payment of 
| certain moneys into the treasury of the State of 
| California which were collected in the ports of sai 
State as a revenue upon imports, since the ratif. 
cation of the treaty of peace between the Unite 
States and the Republic of Mexico, and prior t 
the admission of said State into the Union; 

A bill to establish a branch mint of the Unite 
States in the State of California; 

A bill to provide for the location and construe. 
| tion of a central national railroad from the Missis. 
sippt river to the Pacific ocean; 

bill to reduce the rates of postage on news. 
papers, and to establish a uniform rate of postage 
on letters throughout the United States; 2 

A bill to establish a line of ocean mail steamers 
from San Francisco in Califormia, via the Sand- 
wich Islands, to Shanghai in China; 

A bill to pay the expenses incurred for the sup- 
pression of Indian hostilities in California; 
| A bill granting the right of way for, and to aid 
| in the construction of, a line of telegraph from the 
|| Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean; 

A bill to create a Board of Commissioners for 
the settlement of claims for military services in the 
State of California; 

A bill to establish a navy-yard and naval depot 
in California; 
| A bill to establish assay offices of the Mint of 

the United States at Sacramento City and Stock- 
ton, in California; and 

A bill to provide for the survey of the public 
lauds in California, the granting of donation priv- 
ileges therein, and for other purposes, 

Mr. CHASE gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to grant to the State of 
Ohio the unsold and unappropriated public lands 
remaining in that State, 

Mr. WALKER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce— 

A bill to authorize the Governor of the State of 
| Wisconsin to select and locate other lands in lieu 

of such as had been sold, in the tract granted to 
aid in the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers, in Wisconsin; 

A bill to grant to the State of Wisconsin a quan- 
tity of land to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from Milwaukie in Wisconsin, by way of Water- 
town, to Prairie La Corsse, on the Mississippi 
river; 

A bill to grant to the State of Wisconsin a quan- 
tity of land to aid in the construction of a railroad 
from Fond du Lac to Janesville in Wisconsin; 

A bill to cede the public lands of the United 
| States to the States respectively-in which they are 
_ situated; and ; 

A bill to increase the jurisdiction of the United 
States district court for the district of Wisconsin. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, gave notice of his inten- 
tion to ask leave to introduce a bill for the im- 
| provement of the navigation of the Upper Mis- 
sissippi river. 

r. JONES gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to grant land to the State 
of Iowa, to aid said State in the construction of 4 
railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk, and from Dav- 
enport to the Missouri river. 

e also presented the petition of Henry M. 
Rice, praying for a grant of land for the construc- 
tion of a railroad from the St. Louis river of Lake 
Superior, via St. Paul, in Minnesota Territory, '¢ 
| Dubuque, in the State of Iowa. 
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RECEPTION AND ENTERTAINMENT OF KOS- 


SUTH. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I beg leave to 
notify the Senate that to-morrow, as soon as I || 
can do so, after the reception of the President’s 
Message, | shall ask leave to introduce a joint 
resolution in relation to the reception and enter- 
tanment of Louis Kossuth, Governor of Hun- 
gary. I may venture to remark, that I shall do so || 
in unison with the Administration, and somewhat 
at the instance of the Secretary of State, and after 
full consultation with as many of my friends in 
this body as-I have ‘had an opportunity of con- 
fering with. I would like to get an informal order 
for the printing of this resolution, so that honor- 
able gentlemen miay have a chance of reading it 
and seeing that there is no mischief in it what- 
ever; so that it may to-morrow morning be unan- 
imously adopted. 

By unanimous consent, the resolution was or- 
dered to be printed, as follows : 
Joint Resolution in relation to the reception and enter- || 

tainment of Louis Kossuth, Governor of Hungary, in 
~ the United States. 

Be it, &c., That a joint committee of the two Houses of 
Congress, to consist of —— members of the Senate and 
members of the House of Representatives, be appointed by 
the presiding officers of the respective Houses to make suit- 
able arrangements for the reception of Louis Kossuth, Gov- 
ernor of Hungary, on his arrival in the United States, and 
to communicate to him assurances of the profound respect 
entertained for him by the people of the United States; and 
to tender to him, on the part of Congress, andin the name of 














the people of the United States, the hospitalities of the || 


Metropolis of the Union. 
PRINTING. 





On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Resolved, That instead of the number of copies hereto- 
fore ordered to be printed, the usual number of copies of the 
Legislative Journal, Reports of Committees, Executive and 
Miscellaneous documents to be printed, shall be 1400 copies 
until further order of the Senate. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, December 1, 1851. 


This being the day fixed by the Constitution of 
the United States for the meeting of Congress, the 
members elect of the House of Representatives, at 
12 0’clock m., were called to order by Ricuarp 
M. Youna, Esq., Clerk; and the roll being called, 
the following members answered to their names, 
viz: 

MAINE. 


Moses McDonald, 

John Appleton, 

Robert Goodenow, 

Charles Andrews, 

Ephraim K. Smart, 
Israel] Washburn, Jr., 

Thomas J. D. Fuller. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Amos Tuck, 

Charles H. Peaslee, 

Jared Perkins, 

Harry Hibbard. 


VERMONT. 


John L. Schoolcraft, 
Joseph Russell, 

John Wells, 
Alexander H. Buell, 
Preston King, 
Willard Ives, 
Timothy Jenkins, 
William W. Snow, 
Henry Bennett, 
Leander Babcock, 
Daniel T. Jones, * 
Thomas Y. How, Jr., 
Henry S. Walbridge, 
William A. Sackett, 
Ab’ham M. Schermerhorn, 





Ahiman L. Miner, 
William Hebard, 
James Meacham, 
Thomas Bartlett, Jr. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
William Appleton, 
Robert Rantoul, Jr., 
James H. Duncan, 
Benjamin Thompson, 
Charles Allen, 
George T. Davis, 
John Z. Goodrich, 
Horace Mann, 
Orin Fowler, 
Zeno Scudder. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
George G. King, 
Benjamin B. Thurston. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Charles Chapman, 

Colin M. Ingersoll, 
Chauncey F. Cleveland, 
Origen 8. Seymour. 


NEW YORK. 
John G. Floyd, 
Obadiah Bowne, 
Emanuel B. Hart, 

J. H. Hobart Haws, 
George Briggs, 

James Brooks, 

Gilbert Dean, 

William Murray, 
Marius Schoonmaker, 
Josiah Sutherland, Jr., 
David L. Seymour, 


Jedediah Horsford, 
Reuben Robie, 
Frederick 8. Martin, 
Solomon G. Haven, 
Augustus P. Hascall, 
Lorenzo Burrows. 


NEW JERSEY. 
Nathan T. Stratton, 
Charles Skelton, 
Isaac Wildrick, 
George H. Brown, 
Rodman M. Price. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Thomas B. Florence, 
Joseph R. Chandler, 
Henry D. Moore, 
John Robbins, Jr., 
John MeNair, 
Thomas Ross, 

John A. Morrison, 
Thaddeus Stevens, 
J. Glancy Jorfts, 
Milo M. Dimmick, 
Henry M. Fuller, 
Galusha A. Grow, 
James Gamble, 
Thomas M. Bibighaus, 
William H. Kurtz, 
James X, McLanahan, 
Andrew Parker, 
John L. Dawson,. 
Joseph H. Kuhns, 
John Allison, 
Thomas M. Howe, 
John W. Howe, 
Carlton B. Curtis. 











DELAWARE. 
George Read Riddle. 

MARYLAND. 
Richard I. Bowie, 
William T. Hamilton, 
Edward Hammond, 
Thomas Y. Walsh, 
Alexander Evans, 
Joseph 8. Cottman. 


VIRGINIA. 


Jobn 8. Millson, 
Richard K. Meade, 
Thomas H. Averett, 
Thomas 8. Bocock, 
Paulus Powell, 

John 8. Caskie, 
Thomas H. Bayly, . 
Alexander R. Holladay, 
James F. Strother, 
Charles J. Faulkner, 
John Letcher, 

Henry A. Edmundson, 
Fayette McMullen, 
George W. Thompson. 


NORTH CAROLINA, 


Thomas L. Clingman, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Alfred Dockery, 
James T. Morehead, 
Abraham W. Venable, 
John R. J. Daniel, 
William 8. Ashe, 
Edward Stanly, 
David Outlaw. 
SOUTH CAROLINA, 
James L. Orr, 
Joseph A. Woodward, 
Armistead Burt, 
William Aiken, 
William F. Colcock. 
GEORGIA. 
Joseph W. Jackson, 
James Johnson, 
David J. Bailey, 
Charles Murphy, 
E. W. Chastain, 
Junius Hillver, 
Alexander H. Stephens, 
Robert Teombs. 


ALABAMA. 
John Bragg, 
James Abercrombie, 
Sampson W. Harris, 
William R. Smith, 
George 8. Houston, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Alexander White. 


MISSISSIPPL.; 
D. B. Nabers, 
John A. Wilcox, 
John D. Freeman. 


LOUISIANA. 
Alexander G. Penn. 


OHIO. 
David T. Disney, 
Lewis D. Campbell, 
Hiram Bell, 
Benjamin Stanton, 
Alfred P. Edgarton, 
Frederick W. Green, 
Nelson Barrere, 
John L. Taylor, 
Edson B. Olds, 
Charles Sweetser, 
George H. Busby, 


Joseph Cable, 
David K. Cartter, 
Eben Newton, 
Joshua R. Giddings, 
Norton 8. Townshend. 
KENTUCKY. 
Linn Boyd, 
Ben. Edwards Grey, 
Presley Ewing, 
William T. Ward, 
James W. Stone, 
Addison White, 
Humphrey Marshall, 
John C. Breckenridge, 
John C. Mason, 
Richard H. Stanton. 
TENNESSEE, 
Andgew Johnson, 
Albert G. Watkins, 
William M. Churchwell, 
John H. Savage, 
George W. Jones, 
William H. Polk, 
Isham G. Harris, 
Frederick P. Stanton, 


Christopher H. Williams. 


INDIANA, 
James Lockhart, 
Cyrus L. Dunham, 
John L. Robinson, 
Samuel W. Parker, 
Thomas A. Hendricks, 
Willis A. Gorman, 
John G. Davis, 
Daniel Mace, 
Graham N. Fitch, 
Samuel Brenton. 

ILLINOIS, 
Willis Allen, 
Orlando B. Ficklin, 
Richard 8. Molony, 
William A. Richardson, 
Thompson Campbell, 
Richard Y ates. 

MISSOURI. 
Gilchrist Porter, 
John G. Mitier, 
Willard P. Hall, 
John 8. Phelps. 


ARKANSAS. 
Robert W. Johnson. 
MICHIGAN. 
Ebenezer J. Penniman, 
Charles E. Stuart, 
James L. Conger. 
FLORIDA. 
E. Carrington Cabell. 
TEXAS. 
Richardson Scurry. 
IOWA. 
Lineoln Clark, 
Bernhardt Henn. 
WISCONSIN. 
Charles Durkee, 
Ben C. Eastman, 
James Duane Doty. 
CALIFORNIA. 
Joseph W. McCorkle, 
Edward C. Marshall. 


FROM MINNESOTA TER, 


Henry H. Sibley, Del. 
FROM OREGON TER. 
Joseph Lane, Del. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


5 


| 


| thorough compromise and Union man. As such 


|| shall vote for him for Speaker. 


John Welch, 
James M. Gaylord, 
Alexander Harper, 
Willinn F. Hunter, 
John Johnson, 


FROM N. MEXICO TER. 
R. H. Weightman, Del. 
FROM UTAH TER. 
John M. Bernhisel, Del. 


The Crerk announced that two hundred and 
eighteen members had answered to their names, 
and that there was a quorum present. 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 


Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, moved that the 
House proceed to the election of Speaker viva voce; 


which motion was agreed to. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
nations are now in order? 
The Crerx. Théy are in order. 


I believe nomi- 


Mr. CAMPBELL nominated Mr. Stevens, of | 


Pennsylvania. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
inations for Speaker are not necessary. 

The Crerx. The gentleman from Illinois is 
correct. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Against the will 
of the House, then, I am certainly not disposed to 
make any nomination. I desire simply to say, 
that for one, I shall vote for Liyw Boyvp, of Ken- 


| tucky, for Speaker—not because he has received 


the nomination of a caucus, but because I know 
him to be a sound Democrat, and a tried and 





I understand that nom- || 


Mr. CARTTER. I desire to say that I feel 
very happy in concurring with the gentleman 
| from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,} and shall vote for 
Lixw Born for Speaker, because he is the nomi- 
nee of the Democratic party. 

CAUCUS NOMINATIONS—THE COMPROMISE. 

Mr. STANLY. I should be clad to know if 
there is any difficulty about the nomination be- 
tween our friends upon the other side of the 
House? 

A Voice: None whatever. 

Mr. STANLY. But somethite is the matter. 

A Voice. Oh, we will settle that by a vote. 

Mr. STANLY. But I have heard of some 
trouble about these compromise matters; and since 
the ball has been started, | should be glad if the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] or the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] would givé 
the country some little information upon this sub- 
ject. Wewant to know how far a coalition which 
has existed elsewhere, is to be brought forward 
and sanctioned by the votes of this House. One 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens) has 
been nominated by a gentleman from Ohio. There 
has been a secession from our ranks on account of 
the adoption of the compromise measures. I want 
to know how far the compromise measures have 
been repudiated by our friends on the other side 
of the House, for I understand they have been re- 
pudiated. 

Mr. SAVAGE. It is not an uncommon thing 
for individuals to console themselves in their mis- 
fortunes by seeking out the misfortunes of others, 
I imagine that if the gentleman would turn to his 
own side of the House, he would find ample need 
of consolation. [Laughter.] I am not aware of 
any misfortune in our ranks. 

{Cries of ** Call the roll!’’ ** Call the roll!’ from 
all parts of the Hall. ] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not know that it is 
proper to discuss the merits of the various gentle 
men who may be presented as candidates for the 
Speakership. I do not design doing so. I desire 
simply to say, that as for the gentleman whose 
name I have presented to the House, he is as true 

| a friend to the Union as there is in the Union: and 
I believe he is just as good a Whig as can be found 
in the Union. As to the compromise measures, 
I hope those gentlemen who are so much opposed 
to agitation will not bring forward those measures 
for discussion so early in the session. IT am 
against agitation just at this particular time. Ido 
not want to plunge this House into another revo- 
lution such as we had in our efforts to organize the 
last Congress. I wouid suggest, therefore, tc the 
honorable gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Sranty,] and to the honorable gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] and tomy colleague, {Mr. 
Cartrer,] that perhaps the less said upon this 
matter just now the better. When the time comes, 
should gentlemen insist upon agitation, we will be 
ready for it. We will take care not to throw the 
first stone. 
Mr. CARTTER made some remark inaudible 
to the Reporter. 
Mr. CAMPBELL continued, I have not said 
one word in relation to the merits of the compro- 
mise measures, because I do not wish to get up 
agitation so early in the session. We shall have 
enough of it after a while, but I do not think it 
prudent to begin now. I hope, therefore, that the 
roll will be called. 
[Cries of ** Call the roll!’’ **Call the roll!’’] 
Mr. BROOKS. Thehonorable gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Savace] has tavntingly advised 
us Whigs before we proceed to a vote, that instead 
of reproaching the Democratic party, we first heal 
the iiaunaes in our own ranks, It is good ad- 

vice; and but for that advice from the other side 

of the House I should not have said a word upon 
| this occasion, nor have had the opportunity I now 

have of informing the gentleman ene the breaches 
in the Whig party have been healed. 1 now have 
the pleasure of informing not only that gentleman, 
but all others associated with him in his party 
connection, that the Whigs of this Congress as- 
sembled this morning in large numbers 

Several Memeers. How many? 

Mr. BROOKS. Engggh to give a decided and 
emphatic expression for the Whig party 
‘ries of ** How many were there?’’ 


i Mr. BROOKS. There were fifty or sixty pres- 





























































































ent, and by a clear unequivocal resolution they 
have acquiesced in the compromise measures. 
{Laughter.} Well, I see that gentlemen laugh at 
‘ the paucity of our numbers! Ay, it is our mis- 
fortune that we have no one hundred and forty 


members upon the floor of the House, as they | 


have; but it is not charitable to laugh at us for 
that. We have but seventy or eighty Whig mem- 


those who were in the city this morning assem- 
bled in the Capitol, and expressed their opinion in 
favor of acquieseence in the finality of the compro- 
mise measures. Our breaches 
healed. But how is it with the gentlemen upon 
the other side of the House? Howis it that w 


compromise measures, are deserted by Democratic 


‘gentlemen from other portions of the country who | 
profess great devotion to them, but who are un- | 


willing to sustain and defend those measures, or 


to make any record that they do sustain them? I | 


have no doubt that the gentlemen upon the other 


side can, upon the single principle set forth or | 
made known by the gentleman from Tennessee, || 
[Mr. Jones,] succeed in effecting an election: for | 


the honorable gentleman from Tennessee who 
opened the ball, says he votes for Mr. Boyp be- 


cause he is in favor of the compromise measures. | 
I have no doubt that a very large majority of this 


House is in favor of acquiescing in those meas- 


ures. The Whigs now are nearly all upon that | 
If that be the only principle upon which | 


platform. 
the gentleman from Kentucky is nominated by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, he shall have my vote 
with all my heart. 


Mr. Boyw not because he is a friend of the com- 
promise measures, but because he is the nominee 
of the Democratic caucus. 


the world between the Democracy of Ohio and 
Tennessee. I should like to know in which State 
is taught the true Democratic faith? I should like 
to know by which of the expounders I am to be 
educated? There must be others, even Democrats, 
groping as much in the dark as myself. I see in 
the seats just before me two highly honorable and 


very distinguished gentlemen in the northern Dem- | 


ocratic ranks, [Mr. Ranrout and Mr. Cuieve- 


LAND,] and if the honorable gentleman from Ten- | 
nessee [Mr. Jones] teaches the true faith, he | 


exiles them from the Democratic party at once; 
but if the honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Cartrer] be the exponent, they are the real 
Democrats, and the gentleman been Tennessee 
himself is but an interloper in the ranks. Wis- 
consin, too, and the gentlemen who represent it, 
are deeply interested in having this dispute settled 
at once. And so are other Democratic States, 


provided Democracy does not mean one thing at | 


the North and altogether another thing south of 
ocratic majority of sixty in this House, we have 
a candidate for Speaker formally presented to us 
upon principles utterly variant. ‘Tennessee pre- 
sents him upon the principle that he is in favor of 


the compromise measures, and Ohio not that he | 
is in favor of them, but only because he is the | 


nominee of the Democratic party ! 

Now, it is of some considerable importance to 
us from New York, upon all sides of this issue, to 
know where we stand before we begin to stand at 
all. The gentlemen upon the other side have rep- 


upon measures which, in their vital importance to 
this country, rise above all party, and before 
which all party issues dwindle into insignificance. 
It is important, therefore, for me to know where I 
am to stand, and how I am to vote, before I vote 
at all. If the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Borw,}] who is the nominee of the other side, is 
the candidate only of the compromise measures, 


as the poems from ‘Tennessee presents him, | | 
y to vote for him, and he shall cheerfully || 
have my vote, with all my heart in the bargain. | 


am rea 


If, on the other hand, he is presented as the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] presents him, as 
the nominee of my distinguished colleague [Mr. 
Preston Kine,] whogfgured conspicuously in 
the Democratic caucus, (Ws his talents enable him to 
figure every where with distinction,) and of other 
northern Democratic gentlemen from our State, 


| him. 


|| ular brane 
bers in all, but it is probable that we could largely || 
increase the number if we were no more particular | 
about principles than they are. Nearly all of || 


ave thus been || 


hig | 
northern men, who are the defenders of these | 





' ort 


Sut the gentleman from Ohio | 
Mr. Ennreal meee and says that he votes for || 


Here is a distinction | 
and a decided difference, and all the difference in | 
|| ple that the gentleman from 
ted, I could give that nominee, with great pleas- || 








| represents me. 
, admission. I know of no peasy misfortunes among 
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who, with pleasure, no doubt, follow his lead in 
this matter, why, it isimpossible for me to vote for 


opposed to them. I think it a matter of the very 
gravest importance, that the ofgan of this the pop- 
of the Government, should, by his 
election, and the mode and manner of it, be made 
to express the opinion that the painful and start- 
ling issues of the last Congress cannot be reopened 
in this. I think it due tothe North and the 


I think, if 1 may be allowed to speak so freely, it is 


| not only dishonest but dangerous for a party with 
| sixty majority in this House, to organize by pan- 
| dering one way to abolition Democracy North, and 
| to slavery Democracy South. 
| wind to reap the whirlwind, and it is a whirlwind 


It is riding the 


that some of us Whigs, at great personal sacrifice 


in the last Congress, quelled once, and that we | 


do not want to be called upon to quell too often. 
It is of importance, therefore, for all of us to know 


If the Democratic party is one thing in Ten- 


struggle for the spoils, and means to use the slavery 


be Democracy, why, it certainly is not in my 
power to vote for any nominee of the Democratic 
caucus. On the contrary, upon the single princi- 

Tenueense has indica- 


ure, my vote. I hope, therefore, to hear from 


| gentlemen on the other side upon what platform 
| they do really intend to stand their candidate; 
whether he is to stand upon one leg or two legs, | 
| or whether he go like a quadruped, walking on all | 


fours. 
highest respect. 


side. 1 have not one word to sayagainsthim. I 


| have no right to judge what is or what ought to be 


his position. But I know enough of him to feel 


| sure, that if he is unchanged since the last Con- 
| gress, he can receive no pleasure in taking a nomi- 


nation from a party which has refused to indorse 


_ those measures of which he was so earnest an 


| advocate, and in the passage of which he took so 
| conspicuous a part. 


If acaucus means anything, 
it means to express a coincidence of opinion; but 


|| from the demonstrations on the other side of the 


this. At the opening ofa Congress, with a Dem- || House, it would seem that there was nosuch coin- 


cidence of opinion, There is, then, as one of 


| the aoa from Tennessee [Mr. B. meant 


Mr. Jones] insinuated, disorder and discord upon 
the other side of the House; harmony and con- 
cord upon this. 

Mr. SAVAGE. The gentleman totally mis- 


I made no such statements or 


the Democracy. I mere 


y stated that the gentle- 


/man from North Carolina, {Mr. Sranty,] not 


; | finding any comfort in hi t looki 
resented their party as discordant and belligerent || able aay theaihe tent ae 


for consolation abroad, by imagining some one 


| more unfortunate than himself. His conduct is 
| good evidence as to the condition of your party, 


but none as to mine. 


Mr. BROOKS. I have only to say, in conclu- 
| sion, that the Whig party has, in its congressional 

caucus, taken that sort of action which presents 
|| to the country a harmonious and united front, and 


on that front they mean to stand. If any portion 
of the Whig party are dissatisfied with our posi- 
tion, let them secede and go over to the other side, 
where all sorts of principles are likely to prevail, 
or can find a refuge and accommodation, because 
no expression of opinion has been made, or can be 
made, so different are the opinions of that part 

is the northern and southern sections of this 

nion, 


Mr. MEADE. Mr. Clerk, I was more than 


I want to vote for a man who is in favor of | 
| acquiescence in the compromise measures, and not 
| for any candidate the nominee of a party that is 


outh | 
| both, that they should this day know, in the nomi- 
| nation orselection of a Speaker, that theslavery fire- 
brand is to be played succeSsfully with no longer. | 





me. 
_ read the resolution that was adopted. 








| [Laughter and applause. ] 





-__ Dee. 1, 


York, [Mr. Brooxs,] that the Whig party 


healed all their old difficulties, and had nied 
the purpose of supporting the compromise mens, 
ures which passed Congress—the slave }jj| and 
all. I understand that he has stated it as qf. 
before the country, that the Whig party of the 
North are now opposed to agitation, and ‘are per. 


| fectly willing to execute every article in the com, 
| promise, slave bill and all. 
| that there is no division of opinion amongst ;), 
| Whigs of the North upon that subject. 
| understand that declaration to be made unquai. 
| fiedly ? 


1 understand, the» 


Do | 


Mr. BROOKS. I will say that the Whig egy. 
cus, this morning, by analmost unanimous eXpres. 


|| sion of opinion, gave utterance to an acquiesceng 
_ of the compromise measures, and that hencefori), 


opposition to that resolution here will be disoy. 


ganization. 


Mr. MEADE, (continuing.) Mr. Clerk, thy 
explanation of the gentleman from New Yo 


'| [Mr. Brooks] is fraught with a good many things 
| addressed to the reflection of the South, and the 


other portions of this Union who are in favor of 


|| the execution of the provisions of the compromise. 
where we are, who we afe, and where we are tend- | 
|| ing. 

nessee and altogether another thing in Ohio; one | 
| thing in Massachusetts and Connecticut and anoth.- 
er thing in Pennsylvania; if it be nothing but a 


I understand the Whig party of the North—thos 
who were in attendance here this morning in cay. 


_cus—represented probably about one fourth por- 
| tion of that party. t 
man to say that the northern Whigs who aitendej 


'| that caucus will undertake to declare to this Union 
excitement, sectionally and at all hazards, to get || 


| them; if it be thus a sacrifice of the country for the | 
tpl 5: Sadr sms, the organization of this House | 
1e Presidency; if Democracy be, in theSouth- | 

ern country, the agitation of the slavery question || 
so as to overthrow.the Union, and in the northern | 

| country abolition, to bear down all of us Whigs | 
|| who are defenders of the compromise bills;—if that 


Do I understand the gentls. 


that their constituents, or even a majority of 
their constituents, will sustain them? or, in othe 
words, that they reflect the sentiments of the large 
body of the Whig party of the North? and tha 
that party are now prepared to stop agitation upon 
the slavery question, and to carry out faithfully 
the provisions in relation to the returning of fugi- 
tive slaves? Do I understand that pledge now w 
be given to the country? 

Mr. BROOKS. If the gentleman will permit 
The best explanation that I can make is tp 


Mr. MEADE. I have just now said that the 
Whig resolutions were passed by the Whigs of 


| the South united with a small fraction of the 
| Whigs of the North. That is what I understand 


to be the case. The whole body in attendance 


‘| upon that occasion represented about one thir 
For that gentleman himself I have the || 


I know where he hasstood, and | 
what he has been, and I stood with him, side by | 


part of the Whig party of the Union. 
Mr. BROOKS, ill the honorable gentleman 


| permit me to add, that the majority of that caucus 
_—a large majority—was from the northern States, 


There are not many Whig members in this House. 
The number of members there was between fifly 


'and sixty. At the Democratic caucus there wer 
_ eighty-three members out of one hundred and forty- 
| two. 
| with the permission of the gentleman; 


I will read the resolution that was adopted, 


Resolved, That we regard the series of acts known 1 
the adjustment measures, as forming in their mutual de 


| pendence and connection a system of compromise the mos 


conciliating and the best for the entire country that could be 
obtained from conflicting sectional interests and opinions, 


| and that therefore they ought to be adhered to and carried 
| into full execution, as a final settlement in principle and 


substance of the dangerous and exciting subjects which they 
embrace. 
Mr. FOWLER. Will the gentleman allow me 
to speak a word in. explanation‘ 
r. MEADE. Certainly, sir. 
Mr. FOWLER. Mr. Clerk, I was at that 


caucus. I moved to lay these resolutions upon the 


table. I stated, in connection with that motion, 
that I'would not be bound by these resolutions. 
In my judgment there 
were about forty members there. { did not count 
them. I will further say, that in the vote to lay 
the resolutions upon the table, which was on® 
division by ayes and noes, I judge about oné 
third were in favor of laying them on the table. 
[Laughter.] I will say in conclusion, Mr. Clerk, 
that I deem it my duty to have the facts knowns 
they are. “f I am called a seceder, so be it. Lams 
Whig, have always been a Whig, and probably 
will ever be a Whig. I mean to s firmly 
where I always havestood. [Applause.] | shall 
not be bound by the resolutions of others, passed 
beforehand. I mean to act standing upon my oW" 
feet in this House, and elsewhere. | 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I call 
gentleman to order, as destroying the harmony ° 


Mr. BROORS. 


The gentleman from Massa- 


gratified to learn from the gentleman from New !! chusetts [Mr. Fowner] seceded from the Whig 
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nal action. 


Mr. FOWLER. I remained there until all 
action was concluded upon the resolutions. The 
whole of the members of the caucus then ‘went 


out. 


Mr. MEADE. I have, Mr. Clerk, but a few 
words more to say. It em then, that about 
forty Whigs were in attendance upon that occa- 
<ion. It is fair to presume that twenty of them 
were from the South, and it is fair to presume that 
every southern Whi voted for that resolution; | 
and take the one third who voted against the reso- 
lution, and you have twenty-five; twenty south- | 
ern Whigs from twenty-five, will leave five north- 
ern Whigs sustainingthem. [Laughter.] Now, 
Mr. Clerk, it is a very significant commentary 
upon the action of the Whig party this morning, 
in caucus, that one of the Whigs from the North 
nominated for the office of oes another Whig 
from the North, for whose Whiggery he vouches, 
and which I have no doubt all his colleagues from 
the North will vouch for. One Whig nominates 
another for the Speakership, who is.known to be 
in favor of agitation and of repealing the only 
feature, as I deem it, in that compromise, benefi- || 
cial to my constituents, and the South generally. 

Now, sir, | know the purpose for which this 
motion is made, and that purpose I wish to ex- 
pose. lt is made, sir, for political capital at the 
South, in the approaching presidential election— 
to obtain Southern votes. The people of the 
South understand the Whigs of the North. My 
constituents understand them as wellasI do. We 
know that there are some honorable exceptions in 
that party from the general rule that controls 
them. We know that a large body of that party, 
under the auspices of a celebrated Senator from | 
New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] are opposed to the 
execution of the fugitive slave bill, and that the 
have had conventions, time after time, in which 
they have avowed their determination to have it | 
repealed. All the talents of Daniel Webster, and 
those acting with him at the North, have been 
unable to allay the storm which that fugitive slave 
bill has created there. While we know well that || 
a majority of the Whig party at the North are un- 
sound and untrue to the compromise, we also 
know that a large body of the Democratic party 
at the North are faithful to the compromise— 
especially those who stand so prominently before 
the community there as to be known to the people 
of the South. I can allude to such men as Mar- 
cy, Dickinson, Buchanan, Dallas, Douglas, and 
others whom it is unnecessary for me now to enu- 











I have named some of those who are the ac- 
knowledged leaders of the Democratic party at 
the North. We know that they are the true 
friends of this Union. I know, sir, though I was 
opposed to the series of compromise measures, 
that if justice is to be done the South, it must be 
expected from, and it will come from, that quar- 
ter, assisted by a few conservative Whigs, who 
are battling slodiousiy (whose services we are 
willing to acknowledge) in favor of the preserva- 
tion of the Constitution, of the Union, and of the 
rights of my constituents. If the Whig party of 
the South do not intend to shut their eyes and 
willfully to stalk in the dark regardless of the 
stumbling-blocks in their way, | foresee their des- 
tiny, and the end to which they must come. If 
true and loyal to the interests of the South; if true 
and loyal to the Union, I say their destiny is with 
us—the Democracy of the North and the South. 
They must codperate with the Democratic party; 
laying aside the minor principles which have hith- 
erto divided them, the Whig party must unite 
with the Democrats of the North and South in se- 
curing those blessings which they were so eloquent 
in describing to their constituents at home. We, 
sir, are not to be gulled in this mode by the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Brooxs.] If the 
eduned had not made the speech which he has, 

was perfectly willing to have acknowledged him 
as a friend of the compromise and of this Union; 
but when I know the effect of that speech will be 
Seer to induce someé of the people of the 

uth té believe in his declaratigns—to infer from 
the pesesige of that resolution by two thirds of one 
third of his party, that they intend to abideby the 
Measures of compromise, I felt it my duty to rise 
in my place and undeceive my people, and to let 
them ‘know it is but finesse, an artful contrivance 
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nee 


.in the face of the numerous 


| execute it? 
| credulity to the extent of making them believe that 


| as being a Whig. 
| deceived by this ruse practised by the Whig cau- 





for the purpose of gulling them in the approachin 
presidential oolibent. That was the object, Does 
the gentleman intend to ny An my constituents, 

hig conventions at 
the North in which they expressly declared their 
determination to re the only feature in that 
compromise that is beneficial to us, that they will 
Does he hope to impose upon their 


the Whig party of the North are sound upon this 
subject? So far from being dissatisfied with the 
speech of the gentleman if I thought he had good 
grounds to make that speech upon if he was sus- 
tained by the facts, I should rejoice over his dec- 
larations; then { should hope that both of the great 


| parties at the North were sound upon this ques- 
| tion. 
jority of the people of the North, both Whig and 


Let me bat know the fact that a large ma- 


Democratic, are in favor of the execution of this 
law, and are willing to let us rest in peace with- 
out further agitation, and that this question was 
regarded as finally settled by this compromise, 
against which I voted, and would again if it was 
to come up,—I say I should then cheerfully pro- 
claim before the nation that I would abide all of 
its features. I do not belyeve, neither do the Whig 


| party here nor any party believe, that the declara- 
| tions of the gentleman of New York, purporting 
| to give this assurance to the South, have any 


grounds to rest upon. The fact is we 


know the fact is not so. 


not so; 


in favor of the execution of the fugitive slave law— 


is to be found in the nomination made by the gen- | 


tleman from Ohio, [Mr, Campse t,]| bringing for- 
ward- as a candidate for this high office one who 


is known to be opposed to most of its features, | 
and particularly that which secures to the South 
| their constitutional rights. 
If the gentleman will al- | 


We know, sir 





Mr. CAMPBELL. 


low me to explain, I desire to say to him and the 


House, that the presentation by me of the name | 
of Mr. Srevens had no connection whatever with || 


the caucus referred to by the gentleman from New 
York. I was not in*the caucus; with it my pre- 
sentation had no connection. 

Mr. MEADE. 1 cansider the gentleman as a 
Whig, and his nominee as a Whig. He vouches 
for him, and many would of course vote for him 
Now, the country shall not be 


cus. If I understand aright, that Subject was 


| brought before the Democratic caucus, evening be- 
| fore last, (at which [ was not present, nor was I 


in the city,) and was laid upon the table as being 
the appropriate subject for the consideration of 
the people in convention. 
Several Members. Thatis it! That is it! 
Mr. MEADE. That it was a question for the 


| people afterwards to be assembled in Democratic 


conveytion, who will take this subject in hand 


| and will proclaim to the world the opinions upon | 
| which Northern and Southern Democrats stand. 
| While I know, sir, that there are Free-Soil agita- | 


tors who call themselves Democrais, I for one, 


| sir, as a member of the Democratic party, who 


will be willing to carry out in good faith this com- 
— which has been passed, but which I be- 
ieve has been detrimental to us, repudiate every 


soul of them who are in favor of the agitation of | 


the fugitive slave bill. They are not part and 


parcel of what I conceive to be the legitimate | 


Democratic party of this Union. They are repu- 
diated by the leading men of the North, whom 
we all know at the South, and in whom we can 
trust. These resolutions it was the policy of the 
Whig party to take up for the purpose of im- 
posing upon the South the idea that their own 
party had been true upon this question. These 
resolutions, I again tae in the Democratic 
caucus, consisting of a bare majority, were laid 
upon the table as improper to be acted upon in a 
private meeting for another purpose. Sir, we 
wanted no declaration of opinion or principle by 


which we should be actuated here in this Con- | 


gress. The Democratic party in this Congress 


are known to be united on the fugitive slave bill. | 


I cast out of view the few dozen Free-Soilers and 


agitators who pass for Democrats at home, and | 


who come here as members of the Democratic 
party. I do not call them members of the Demo- 
cratic party. I, for one, do not view them as 
such. When they become willing to abide this 


(AL GLOBE. 





As I have said before, | 
the commentary upon the declarations of the gen- | 
tleman from New York—that the Whig party is | 
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| settlement and to regard the compromise measures 
| a8 the final settlement of the slavery question, they 
may come in the Democratic party, and unite 
| with that party in carrying out the other princi- 
| ples that characterize it. ‘Thesé resolutions were 
taken up, asT have stated before, with a view to 
contrast the action of the Whig caucus, contain- 
ing about one fourth of the Whigs of the North, 
| and for the very purpose of creating a false belief 
/at the South that we had rejected and they had 
passed them. On any proper occasion I will ven- 
| ture to affirm there is not a dozen Democrats here 
who will vote against resolutions in favor of exe- 
euting the fugitive slave bill. They were taken 
up by the Whig party this morning with a view 
of imposing their rotten party and its principles 
upon the South—of deceiving them. The trick 
will not succeed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Clerk,! haveheard 
it said that the soldier who in the hour of battle 
deserts, is sure to be the loudest after the victory 
tin proclaiming his joy; that he is most anxious to 
|| be the vigilant sentinel, after the danger is past, in 

guarding the camp, and he is always the first when 
|| on guard to desery danger to the camp, and raise 
|| false alarms. This is not only true in relation to 
| 


ee a 
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the soldier, but it is true in relation to the poli- 
| tician. 
|| The gentleman from New York [Mr. Broors] 
|| comes forward to-day as the leader, as the espe- 
|| cial champion of the measures passed by the last 
Congress, and known as the compromise meas- 
ures, 

‘The compromise measures embrace six distinct 
propositions. For five of them there was but little 
opposition from the North, and against two of the 
|| five—the admission of California and the abolition 
of the slave trade in this District—no gentleman 
representing a free State cast his vote. The only 
one of the series of measures thus passed that was 
distasteful and violently assailed at the North, was 
|| the fugitive slave bill. When the time came for 
Northern men to assume responsibility, the gentle- 
man now so fierce, so bold, so valiant, found it 
convenient not to record his vote; he fled the flag 
under,which he now thinks all true patriots, all 
who love the country and the Union, shoulddo bat- 
tle—he being leader. 

Mr. BROOKS, (Mr. R. yielding the floor.) I 
| voted upen that question the same way General 
Cass, and Mr. Douglas from his own State, voted. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from 
New York is certainly apprised of the fact that 
Judge Dougias was confined to his bed by sick- 
_ ness at the time the bill passed. Does he pretend 
| that he was unable to attend the House at the time 

the fugitive siave bill was under discussion, or 
when it was being voted upon? This hope, if 
such hope be entertained—this excuse, if it is plead- 
ed, is cut off,—the gentleman was in the House on 
the same day, and voted just before the vote was 
taken upon that bill; he was in the House and 
voted upon the next proposition that succeeded 
that bill. Does the gentleman say that he could 
not have voted upon that bill if he had desired so 
to do? Does he deny that he was here? If de- 
nied, I am prepared to show, by the Journal, all 
that [ have stated. 
Mr. BROOKS. The gentleman should be con- 
sistent in his charges, and not say | was both m 
| my seat and fled the House. | admit the fact of 
not voting on the final passage. The gentleman 
| will find me upon every vote facilitating action 
|| upon the bill. I have only to say, in addition to 
|| that, that there are reasons which I have given 
|| elsewhere for not voting on the final passage, and 
among others that the bill was never printed for 
| this House, but driven through under the previous 
| question, without giving us time to read what the 
H bill was. Mr. B. said he regretted that he did not 
+ vote for the bill on its final passage; and he 
| regretted it as the most unfortunate act of his po- 
|| litical life, because, in addition to defending the 
|| bill in its details, whether he approved of all these 
details or not, he had been obliged to enter into 
'long and detailed personal explanations of his 
|| reasons why he did not vote forthe bill on its final 
passage. When an act of Congress was to be 
defended as he had defended this act, and a public 
man was to be attacked upon it as he had been at- 
| tacked, whether he approved it or not, thé wisest 
way, experience had shown him, was to take the 
| ball by the horns and walk off with him at once. 
|| Mr. B. was‘sorry to hear that Judge Dougias 
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had been then confined to his bed so as to deprive 
him of the power of leaving a record in the Senate, 
as he (Mr. B.) had left in the House. But it was 


very remarkable that every Northern Democratic || two Whig Representatives Spon this floor, and | 


Senator, save only the two Senators from lowa, 
was equally sick on that day, and was also con- 


fined to his bed. The malady was general, and || tive from the State, recorded his vote for it. 


only lowa cocaine the contagion. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman says he 
is sorry that he did not give that bill his support. 


| 


| 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| from the North, TWENTY-EIGHT RECORDED THEIR 


VOTES FOR IT. 

The State of New York had, at that time, thirty- | 
not one of them voted for this bill; while the Hon. 
Hiram Walden, the only Democratic Representa- 


In the Senate, there was not a Northern Whig | 
vote for the bill. And, sir, if gentlemen will take 
the trouble,to analyze the vote by which the other | 


I have no doubt of it, sir. The soldier who de- || bills composing the adjustment were passed, they | 


| 


| to one Whig that voted for those- bills. 


| 
| 


serts his flag is always sorry, after the victory is | 
won, that he was not there to help fight the battle. | 
The gentleman, by refusing to vote upon the bill, 
pincedshimeeif in that condition (so desirable with 


either way, while he was unwilling to hazard any- 
thing by the course he pursued. If the bill was 
odious to his constituents, he could say, I could 
not find it in my conscience to vote for it. If the 
returning sense of justice made it acceptable, he 


| 
some politicians) to avail himself of advantage | 


could ‘say, I had not time to read what the bill | 


was. 


The gentleman thus situated is selected to an- 


adopted by their caucus these measures as the || 


platform upon which alone they are willing to 
stand; and in the execution of his mission he de- 
nounces as abolitionists and secessionists the whole 


will find, as already stated by my honorable friend 
from Illinois, that there were about two Democrats | 
When 
these facts have gone to the country, the people 
will be enabled to determine from them to whom | 
they are indebted for the passage of these meas- | 
ures and the settlement of those vexed and agita- | 
ting questions. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Are those three Whigs in | 
this Heuse? They were in the last House. 

Mr. HARRIS. I meant the House of Repre- | 
sentatives when I used the term. But three | 


| Whigs of the last House voted for the fugitive | 
nounce to us the fact, that the Whig party have || 


slave bill. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. How man 
of those Democrats who Voted for it have got back 


| to this House? 


Democratic party, because they have seen fit and || 


proper to defer all these questions to the appro- 
priate tribunal, the National Convention, which is | 


As a Democrat, I have fought for these measures 
when the gentleman from New York was enlisted 
under the banner of Free-Soil, going quite as far 
as him who went furthest. 

His conversion has been sudden, and, like all 
new converts, his zeal is very great. I ask the 
gentleman if modesty should not moderate his de- | 


Mr. HARRIS. There were more Democrats | 
returned than Whigs. I see quite a number 


| around me—I have not counted them—my friend 


| Mr. Ricwarpson, and a number of others. 
soon to assemble, to be considered and acted upon. || 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I will with pleasure re-| 


_ ply to the inquiry of the gentleman from Kentucky, | 


| to him for affording me the opportunity of pla- 


{Mr. Marsnatt,] and I am under deep obligations 


cing this fact before the House and the country. | 


| Of the twenty-eight Democrats from the North | 
| who voted for the fugitive slave bill, twelve are 


nunciations of those who were so lately fighting || 


side by side with him in the Abolition ranks? | 
Who, sir, first joined hands and forces in the 
North with the Abolitionists? The Whig party; 
and by their votes and their aid they trampled 
down and beat the Democrats in more thay half 
the northern States; and while it is true they forced 
some of the Democrats to alliances with Aboli- 
tionists, the only men who at the North opposed 
Abolitionism were Democrats. When I first en- 
tered Congress,not one Northern Whig Repre- | 
sentative could be found to place himself upon 
record, except under the lead and side by side with 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gipptnes;} while 


| ‘Wildrick. 


members of this House, viz: Messrs. Bissell, 
Dimmick,: Dunham, Fuller, Gorman, Hibbard, 
M’Lanahan, Peaslee, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, | 
Mr. Buell, of Michigan, was beaten | 
by a Whig for the vote he gave for the bill, and it 
may be that this Whig was one of those Northern 
Whigs who, in caucus this morning, adopted the 
compromise as the Whig platform. Of the twenty- | 
eight Northern Democrats who voted for this bill, 
fifteen were candidates for reélection, twelve elect- | 
ed, two defeated by Whigs, and one by a Dem- | 


| ocrat. 


there were many Democrats from the same sec- || 


tion (fully half of them) who opposed here, and 
before their constituents, Abolitionism and Free- 
Soil in all its shapes and phases: I am one of the | 
number. Sir, it was but recently the whole Whig 
press of the North, among whom was the gentle- 
man, were in the habit of calling me doughface, 
because I could not and would not bow to this | 
deity, once so supreme with the gentleman. 
With the past before me, the gentleman will 
pardon ened beg: his forgiveness—if I decline to 
follow in his lead; and I hope he will indulge me | 


while [ say to him, that he had better see that he || ton, Johnson, bright shining lights, all true and 


is sound himself before he pronounces others so | 
unsound; that if he will be content to serve in 
the ranks awhile, and does good service, ly and 
by we may promote him to command, as the re- 
ward of skill, industry, and zeal. 

But, sir, the gentleman says the Whig party in 
caucus have, with great unanimity, agreed to ac- 


From all the districts in the North represented in | 
the last Congress by those who voted for the bill, | 
there are Representatives here as sound as their | 
oredecessors, save it be from the districts where | 

higs have been returned. Thisis notall;a large | 
majority of the Democrats of this Congress from 


| the North are opposed to any and all disturbance 
_ of these measures, but they are fora full and faith- 


| ful execution of all the laws of the land. 


But, | 
sir, where are the Whigs from the North who 


supported the fugitive bill? There were but three | 


| spared. 


_ Compromise. 


uiesce in the compromise measures; and he says || 


that caucus was made up of mostly Northern men. | 

He also says that Democrats are afraid to put 

themselves upon record for these measures. he | 
entleman’'s fancies are fine—his facts unfortunate. 
ie was a member of this House when those 


| it is because they are anxious to be duped. 


measures passed, and he knows that they re- |) 


ceived two Democratic votes to one Whig. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, (Mr. Ricnarpson | 


yielding the floor,) said, that during the progress of 
this discussion, he had analyzed the vote by which 
the fugitive slave law had passed the 
Representatives, and found, upon examination of 
the Journal, that eighty-two Democrats voted for 
that bill, and only twenty-six Whigs; and this, 
too, in a House composed of about an equal num- 
ber of Whigs and Democrats. 


the North, owLY THREE VOTED FOR THE BILL. | 


And out of only fifty Democratic Representatives | 


of them, it is true; only one of them ha’ been 
Are gentlemen candid when they say | 
the Northern Whig party, either at home or here, | 
are sound-upon these measures—W inthrop, Vin- | 


sound? In what but name do they differ from the | 


|| rankest Abolitionists in the land? They have but | 


recently been the standard-bearers in their States 
of this party that now are in such love with the | 
When [am reduced to the alterna- | 
tive of selecting between them and Abolitionists, | 
I could not make a choice. If there are any per- | 
sons in this country who are deceived by these | 
rofessions of Northern W higs, except themselves, | 
am greatly mistaken. If any of our friends | 
anywhere are deceived by this specious aes | 
any | 

portion of our Southern friends are disposed to 
unite their fortunes with those who are the real | 
authors of all those difficulties that have agitated | 


| the country, they are more anxious to.be duped | 


and deceived than I think they are. 
| to make their election. 
ouse of || 


| actuated by a sense of duty, and a desire to over- | 
| throw those whom I regarded as threatening the ex- | 
| istence of our Government. 

Out of seventy-six Whig Representatives from |} I have to say to the honorable 


| 


It is for them | 


Iam unwilling that the recruit of yesterday shall 


abolitionism. In all that I have done, I have been | 


gentleman from 


New York and his Northern Whig friends, who | 


with so much unanimity adopted the Compro- | 











| 
| 


dragoon me, after twenty years of contest with | 


And, in conclusion, | 


Dee. |, 


mise, that when they shall undo what the im 
done, or when they bring their party North to ae. 


“quiesce in these measures in good faith, b acts 


instead of promises that they cannot and wij] 
perform, the day of agitation is over here. 
they have seen the error of their way, 


Not 
{ trus, 
and inteng 


|| in future to seek and follow in the path of duty, 


Several Members. 
the roll!” 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I have but a fey 
words to say in reply to what has fallen from th, 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Meape,] and from 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Rictarpsoy 
‘The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Meape} hes 
said in the course of his remarks that it is the des. 
tiny of the Southern Whigs to affiliate with th. 
Democrats of the North. 

M. MEADE. And of the South. 

Mr. CABELL. When I left my home in the 
South, I did feel it was to be my destiny to afij. 
ate with the Democracy of the North. I coulg 
not affiliate with the Democracy of the South, 
The Southern Democracy were, in my opinion, as 
wrong on many questions as the Northern Whigs, 
They were séeking to tear up the foundations of 
our Government, whilst the Abolitionists of th 
North were seeking to produce excitement there 
that would lead to the same result. I could no 
affiliate with the Disunionists and Secessionists of 
the South, or with the Abolitionists of the North— 
Whig or Democratic. 

I came here believing that it was my destiny 
to affiliate with the Northern Democrats and 
such Southern Democrats as will stand by the 
Union and the Constitution as it is. For | 


** Call the roll!” “Cay 


|| had observed, in the course of my Congres. 


sional experience, that there were more sound 
men in the Congress of the United States up. 
on this question, n the Democratic party than 
among the Whigs, and I had confidence in their 
assurances for the future. I came here for the 
purpose of taking those men by the hand, re. 
garding them as brothers, who were willing to 
stand with me by the Constitution of the United 
State. I will not mention individuals, or | might 
point to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Gor. 
MAN] who has been named by the gentleman from 
Illinois, and to the gentleman himself, [Mr. Rics- 
ARDSON.] It was my expectation that I should 
act with those men. I was willing, and even ex- 
pected, that I should cast my vote for the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. Boyp,] believing that 
he would be the nominee of the Democratic party; 
that that party, after all their professions on this 
subject, would indorse the compromise measures, 
which I feared the Whig party would not do. 
We had been told all over the South that the 
great Democratic party of the country was sound 
upon that question. 

Mr. POLK, (interposing.) I wish to state a 
fact which has not been heretofore stated—that | 
introduced that resolution into the Democratic cau- 
cus, and that there was not a word uttered in that 
caucus in contradiction of the principles embraced 
in the resolution. The chief objection was as to 
the question of time, and, as it was not a full cau- 
cus, the objection was also raised, that it would 
not be right for a portion of the party to take ac- 
tion on a great national question of this charac- 
ter. 

Mr. STANLY. How many were there in the 
caucus? 

Mr. POLK. Eighty-nine were present, and I 
say, that of those eighty-nine, not one member 
gave utterance to a sentiment in contradiction of 
the principles embraced in the resolution. We 
have a right to ask for time, that we may have 
a full expression of the opinion of the Demo- 
cratic ree 

Mr. HUNTER. Do I understand the gentle- 
man as saying that all who were in attendance at 
that caucus indorsed the compromise? 

Mr. POLK. There was no expression of sei- 
timent against it. ; 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. No, not a sent 
ment was uttered against it; but they voted against 
it. They voted to lay it on the table. I say, 
then, that I came to Congress believing there was 
truth in what we had heard, and with a determina- 
tion to cut myself loose from all party affiliations; 
to stand by those who stood by the rights of my 
section of the Union, and by the Constitution of 
these States. When I came to the city of Wash- 
ington yesterday, I learned that a resolution ap- 
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jority of those room were Northern Whigs. 


1851 


> 

proving of the compromise had been introduced 
into the Democratic caucus, and, much to my sur- 
yrise, had been defeated. The Whig party he'd | 
, meeting to-day, and I confess, somewhat to my || 
surprise, put themselves upon my platform. They | 
stand where I stand; they stand where the great 

Union party of the South stand; they stand upon 
the Constitution as it is; they indorse the compro- | 
mise as a total and final settlement. The gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr. Meape) arrived at the | 
conclusion that this action of the Whig caucus | 
was consummated by Southern Whigs, with a few | 
Northern Whigs. I would say to the gentleman, | 
that the distrust among the Southern Whigs was 

very great in referenoe to the action of the vorth- 
ern Whigs. My impression is, that the majority || 
of them did not attend the caucus. There were, | 
| think, but twelve or fourteen of the Southern 
Whigs in that caucus, all of whom declared their 
determination to withdraw from the caucus, and | 
no longer to act with the Whig party, if it failed | 
to put itself on this national platform. A ma- 











| 
he Northern Whigs have now placed themselves | 
where I stood last Congress—where the gentlemen 1] 
from Georgia and myself took our poms at an 
early stage of the organization of the last House 
of Representatives. 
with men who were pursuing a course that must 
inevitably lead to the subversion of the institutions 
of ourcountry. We determined no longer to affil- 
jate with a party that was pursuing such a course. 
Mr. MEADE. I would ask the gentleman 
from Florida if he intends to be deluded by the 







Mr. HART. I think the gentleman is in error. 
Mr. DEAN. As one of the members elected to 
this House from the State of New York, [ would 
say that the Democratic convention of New, York 


| of last year, and the Democratic convention of 


this year, and the Democratic convention of the 
Congressional district which I have the ‘honor to 
represent, indorsed in full the compromise meas- 


| ures as a final settlement of the slavery ques- 


ution, 

Mr. CABELL. I did not mean to do the gen- 
tleman any injustice, I assure him. What I have 
said is on the authority of his colleagues. But I 
may speak of the great Democratic party of his 
State, whose resolves are before the country. They 
do not indorse the compromise. I know not what 
the party of his district may have done; but I 
have it on good authority that in no district but 
one was the compromise measures fully indorsed 
by the nominating convention. The gentleman 
tell§ us that the great Democratic party of New 
York have indorsed the compromise measures. 
This will astonish the Van Burens and other 
Barnburners, who compose a majority of that 
party. Why, who are the members here repre- 
senting the Democratic party of that State? Who 
is the honorable gentleman who sits before me, 


e refused to act in concert || [Mr. Preston Kine,}—the great head and front 


of Free-Soilism and Van Burenism in his own 
| party? Who are the great majority of his asso- 
ciates? Were not more than half the men on 
their State ticket Barnburners? The Hunker 
Democrats have surrendered, and are in open coa- 
| lition with the Free-Soilers in the State of New 





voices of the twelve or fourteen Northern Whigs 


York; and yet the gentleman tells the House that 


who took part in that caucus? For, by his own. || the great Democratic party of the State of New 


account, there were fourteen Southern Whigs pres- | 
ent, which would leave about twenty-seven North- | 
ern Whigs, and as one third of those present re- | 
fused to vote for the resolution, it leaves but | 


| York have indorsed the compromise measures ! 
| Go, again, to the State of Ohio—how is it there? 
| Hlow is it in Massachusetts? But it would be in- 
appropriate for me to detain the Heuse at this 


twelve or thirteen Northern Whigs who voted || time by any further reference to this matter. 


for it. 

Mr. CABELL. I will state to the gentleman | 
from Virginia that I was present at that caucus, | 
having determined to act with the Whigs, if they 
would do what the Democrats failed to do—fully 


indorse the compromise—and that I have no hesi- || 


tation in saying that there were not five gentlemen 
who left the meeting on the passage of the resolu- 
tion. lL think there were but three. 

There were, I am pretty sure, between fifty and | 
sixty members present; quite as large a propor- 
tionate number as attended the Democratic caucus. 
lam equally sure there were not more than seven 
or eight who voted against the resolution. Had 
the Southern Whigs generally attended the cau- 
cus there would have Seen a much better exhibit. 
The action of this caucus must be regarded ag the | 
action of the Whig party in Congress. 

It is certainly a fact, and this must go forth to | 
the country, that a meeting of the Whig members | 
of Congress was called by advertisement, in the | 
papers of this city; that all were invited to attend, 
and had an opportunity of voting for or against | 
the resolution; and it is to be presumed that if they 
had had this violent hostility to Southern institu- 


tions that is imputed to them, they would have || They who have been denouncing the Whig party 
for years past for not laying down their principles 
openly, now come in here and hope to elect their 
| candidates by theaid of Free-Soilersand Secession- 
action of the caucus held this morning is the action || ists. We see Union Democrats and Disunion 
of the Whig party, and they have placed them- || Democrats, Old Hunkers and Barnburners, Free- 
| Soil Democrats and Southern Rights Democrats, 
| everybody of all sorts from the North and from 
outh, who will come into the Demceratic cau- 
cus, all acting harmoniously together for the sake 
Whigs present, does in fact reflect the opinion of || of dividing the spoils, but all studiously absolved 
| from expressing their opinions on these important 


gone into the caucus and done what the Demo- 
cratic caucus have done—voted down the resolu- 
tion. At 


resent Iam bound to presume that the | 


selves upon the platform where | stand. 

Mr. MEADE. I would ask the gentleman 
to state to the House whether he believes that that 
resolution, even if voted for by the Northern 


of the North? 


the Whig part 
BE L. I will say this, that it reflects 


Mr. CA 


_ the sentiments of the Whig Representatives of the (ant 
North in this House. I cannot say what are the || caucus was an invitation to all who call themselves 
sentiments of the individual constituents, but it || Democrats, to attend, just as the call of the Whig 


|| tion of the House? 


| But the gentleman charges that we, the Whigs 


of the South, have heretofore acted in concert and 

| coalition with the Abolitionists of the North. He 
| condemns and denounces us for it. But I ask the 
gentleman, with whom does he find the members 
of his own party acting in caucus for the purpose 
| of securing. certain advantages in the organiza- 
Why, we find them acting in 

| concert with the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{[Mr. Ranrout,] with the gentleman from Con- 
| necticut, [Mr. Crevetanp,| and the gentleman 
| from New York, [Mr. Preston Kine,] whose 
| positions upon this subject are well known. The 
| resolution perenne of the compromise was laid 
| on the table, because it was not the time to adopt 
| it; it was not politic to adopt it at thistime. It 
| might interfere with their organization, and defeat 
a Democratic Speaker or Clerk. Thus, the South- 





have been denounced for doing; 


| that I refused to do inthe last Congress. I broke 


myself loose from my party. And now, the gen- 


| tlemen eee are all voting for the gentleman 
| who has been nominated by the Democratic cau- 


| cus, although no platform has been laid down. 


| the 


|| questions. 


Mr. MEADE, (interposing.) The call of the 


ern Democrats are doing the very thing that we 
g; the very thing 


las long as his judgment dictates. 
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Democratic caucus, there were men of this de- 
scription, but we did not ‘choose to compromise 
ourselves for the purpose of securing their votes. 
We took our position in spite of them, and I 
thank God for it. Those men left the cevcus, 
and are no longer Whigs. Let them go ana fol- 
low the example of Senator Chase and other gen- 
tlemen from Ohio—act with the great Democratic 
party. They are no longer Whigs. 

For myself, | have only to say, that whatever 
may be the position of the Whig party, I, for one, 
stand upon the Constitution of my country, and 
shall act with the great Union and Constitutional 
party, be it Whig or Democratic. I shalt vote 
against any man nominated by a coalition caucus. 
The Whig party could not expect to elect a Whig, 
and have therefore made no nomination; but hav- 
ing placed ourselves on this constitutional platform, 
we are willing, and I intend to vote for somegood 
Union compromise Democrat. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said: As yet we are not or- 
ganized. We are acting under no rules. Each 
member is permitted to speak when he pleases and 
l, however, 
(said he,) embrace this opportunity of congratu- 


| lating the honorable Secretary of State and the 
President upon the beautiful workings of their 


peace measures—this quieting of all agitation. | 
will also suggest to gentlemen who appear so eager 


| for the conflict, that we, the free Democracy, in- 


tend to afford each of them a legitimate opportu- 
nity to express their views on those questions 


| which have now been so inappropriately precipt- 


reflects the present sentiments ef a majority of the || caucus was an invitation to all who call themselves 
Whig Representatives elected to this House, how- Whigs to attend. We could not exclude any- 


ever unsound-the opinions of that portion of the 
hig party may have been in former times. 
Since I have 
versed with members, I have learned—and if I am 
mistaken I ask gentlemen to correct me—that the 
mocratic party of the great State of New York 
have returned to this House but one member (the 
Fetes from the city of New York, Mr. 
ART) upon the endorsement of the con:promise 
measures—— 


een in this city and have con- | 


|| bedy. 


|} nominations. 


We came here for the purpose of making 
But will the gentleman pretend to 
say that there are none of his own party who hold 


| these opinions? Did he attempt to exclude them ? 
| Did he attempt to make a nomination independ- 


wa of those Free-Soilers ? 


. CABELL. I am so frequently interrupted, | St z as 
|| that I must of necessity speak disconnectedly. I | #i"i8, Thurston, Venable, Benet WY ated aie VE eons. 


; 


have but a few words niore to say. 


| regular organization of the House. 


tated upon us. And nowl appeal to gentlemen to 
permit the vote to be taken upon the election of 
Speaker. I think we owe it to ourselves, to our 
constituents, and to the country, to proceed to the 
After that, 
the questions now referred to will come ap in 


| legitimate order,at the proper time for discus- 
| sion. 


‘The House now proceeded to the election of 
Speaker. 

The Crerk announced the following members 
as tellers to count the vote, viz: Mr. Jones of 
Tennessee, Mr. Ricuarpson of Illinois, Mr. 
Brooks of New York, and Mr. Bowie of Mary- 
land. 

The roll having been called in alphabetical order, 
the tellers reported, that the whole number of votes 


given was 213; necessary to a choice 107; of 
which— 

Mr. Boyd, of Kentucky, received.............. *...118 
Mr. Stanly, of North Carolina...... ccceetcenseee BE 
Mr. Chandler, of Pennsylvania..........0.eeeeee8 20 
Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvanmia.......ccsescescesss 16 
Dir. Bayly, Of Virginie... cs cccccccccccccccccsnsscs 8 
Mr. Taylor, of Ohio. ........0ceeeeees adi cabie te ad 6 
Mr. Evans, of Maryland........scesccccsessecses i 
es Ps GE WEN na nin codededecssse hatenes 4 
A gw error rari ere 3 
Die. Tien, OF GOONER. oo cig Kcvccdvdenive dctvccce 2 
Mr. J. W. Howe, of Peunsyivania........... 2... l 
i Ge OE EOE, ccna sn cgdecs Cbbands sheer ] 
Bes OUTS, Ge Tn cinco cnncanhseasues es e0 re 
Mr. Outlaw, of North Carolina.............. <usee e 
Bin, Cabelt. 06 Bian iddcecesvcves cudedcd ccucess I 
Mr. Ashe, of North Carolina ........66.ceeeeeees l 
Mr. Allison, of Pennsylvania.........6...660se0es i 
Mr. Meacham, of Vermont.......... phovaedtosre 1 
Scie, Oe. EE, ATOM a. wees. coe ceeunadeds cee 1 
Mr. G. W. Jones, of Tennessee............45. is. J 
Dar. Phoowes OF LiSWlstORR . oo icc sede ctedcscddcccces i 

213 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 


For Hon. Linn Boyd—Messrs. Andrews, Appleton of 
| Maine, Ashe, Averett, Babcock, Bartlett, Bailey of Geor- 
| gia, Bocock, Bragg, Breckenridge, Buell, Busby, Camp 
bell of Illinois, Cartter, Caskie, Churchwell, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Cobb, Curtis, Daniel, Davis of Indiana, Dawson, 
Dean, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Eastman, Ed- 
mundson, Edgerton, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Floyd, Free- 
man, Fuller of Maine, Gamble, Gaylord, German, Green, 
Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harris of Tennessee, 
Harris of Alabama, Hart, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Holla- 
day, Houston, How of New York, Ingerso}l, Ives, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Johnson of Tennessee, Johnson of Ohio, John- 
son of Arkansas, Jones of New York, Jones of Tennessee, 
Jones of Pennsylvania, King of New York, Kurtz, Letch- 
er, Lockhart. Mace, Marshall of Califorma, Mason, Mc- 
Corkle, McDonald, McLanahan, McMullen, McNair, 
Meade, Millson, Molony, Morrison, Murray, Nabers, Olds, 
Parker of Pennsylvania, Peaslee, Penn, Phelps, Polk, 
| Powell, Price, Rantoul, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, 
| Robie, Robinson, Ross, Russell, Savage, Scurry, Seymour 

of New York, Seymour of Connecticut, Skelton, Smart, 
Smith, Snow, Stanton of Tennessee, Stanton of Kentucky, 
Stratton, Stuart, Sutherland, Sweetser, Thompson of Vir- 


lon. BH. Stanly—Mesrs. W. Appleton. Bennett, 
Bowne, Briggs, Geo. H. Brown, Chapman, Conger, Geo. 


It is true that in the Whig caucus, as in the {| T. Davis, Dockery, Duncan, Goodrich, Harper, G. G. 


SNe 
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King, Miller, Penniman, Porter, Schermerhorn, Schoon- 


| 


maker, Scudder, B. Stanton} and Taylor. 

For Hon. Mr. Chandler—Messrs. Barrere, 
haus, Brenton, Burrows, H. M. Fuller, Goodenow, Haven, 
Hebard, Horstord, Hunter, Kuhns, Martin, Meacham, 
Minor, Moore, Parker, B. Thompson, Washburn, Welch, 
and Yates. 

For Hon. Thaddeus Stevens—Messrs. C. Allen, L. D. 
Campbell, Durkee, Fowler, Giddings, Hascall, J. W. 
Howe, Mann, Newton, Perkins, Sackett, Schoolcraft, 
Tuck, Waldbridge, and Wells. : 


For Hon. T. H. Bayly—Meesrs. E. C. Cabell, Chastain, | 


Cottman, Faulkner, Hillyer, Jas. Johnson, Murphy, and 
J. F. Strother. 

For Hon. J. L, Taylor—Messrs. Ewing, Gray, H. Mar- 
shall, Stanly, Ward, and Addison White. 

For Hon. A, Evans—Messrs. Brooks, Chandler, More- 
head, and Bowie. 


For Hon. Mr. Bocock—Messrs. Burt, Colcock, Wood- | 


ward, and Aiken. 


For Hon. Mr. Gentry—Messrs. A. Evans, Watkins, | 


and Walsh. 
Por Hon. Mr. Hillyer—Messrs. A. H. Stephens, and 
Toombs. 
For Hon. 
For Hon. 
For Hon. 
For Hon. 
‘or Hon. 
For Hon. 
For Hon. 
For Hon. 
For Hon. 
For Hon. 


Mr. Bowie—J. P. Caldwell. 

Mr. Outlaw—Mr. Clingman. 

Mr. Cabell—Mr. Outlaw. 

Mr. Ashe—Mr. Orr. 

Mr. Allison—Mr. Thomas M. How. 
Mr. Meacham—Mr. Thad. Stevens. 
P. King—Mr. Townshend. 

G. Jones—Mr. Alex. White. 

Mr. Gorman—Mr. Thomas H. Bayly. 
Thos. M. Howe—Mr. Allison. 


The Hon. Linn Boyp, having received a ma- | 


jority of the whole number of votes given, was 
declared to be duly elected Speaker. 

The Crier requested Mr. Sranriy of North 
Carolina, and Mr. Disney of Ohio, to conduct 
the Speaker elect to the chair; which duty they 
performed; thereupon, * 

The SPEAKER said: Gentlemen of the House 
of Representatives, for the kindness and confi- 
dence shown in selecting me as the Presiding 
Officer of this body, I beg you to accept my grate- 
ful acknowledgments. Properly appreciating the 


high trust—the responsibility imposed, as well as | 


the high honor conferred by it—I accept the 
station with a most earnest desire, and a fixed 
determination to administer its functions, so far 
as I may be able, in such a manner that our de- 
liberations may be pleasant to ourselves and agree- 
able and profitable to our common country. [Great 
applause. | 


‘he Crier stated that it was customary for | 


the oldest member consecutively of the House to 
administer the oath of office to the Speaker; and 
that as Mr. Gippines was the oldest member, he 
would perform that duty. 

Mr. GIDDINGS came forward accordingly, and 


administered to the Speaker the usual oath to sup- || 


port the Constitution. 


MEMBERS QUALIFIED. 

The Crier, according to usage, called the 
roll, when the members came forward by delega- 
tions to the Speaker’s chair, and were qualified by 
the Speaker administering to them the usual oath 
to support the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. BAYLY. In accordance with our usual 
custom, I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate, to inform 
that body that a quorum of the House of Representatives 
has assembled, and Linn Boyp, one of the Representatives 
from the State of Kentucky, has been chosen Speaker; 
and that the House is now ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Is it not customary to 


authorize the Clerk to carry that message? 
Mr. BAYLY. My resolution provides that the 


message shall be carried by the Clerk. The law || 


provides that the present Clerk shall continue in 
office until the appointment of a new Clerk. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution | 
was adopted. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. BAYLY offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part of 

this House, to join such committee as may be appointed 

on the part of the Senate, to wait on the President of the | 

United States, and inform him that a quorum of the House 

of Representatives is assembled, and that Congress is 

ready to receive any communication he may be pleased 
tomake. < 
Mr. OLDS. Is it not necessary to wait until | 
we are informed of the organization of the Senate? | 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the usual | 
custom is for the Senate first to inform the Presi- | 
dent. 
The resolution was then adopted; and Mr. | 

Barty, of Virginia, Mr. Haven, of New York, | 

and Mr. Jones of Tennessee, were appointed the 

committee. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Bell, Bibig- || 


|| ollect the efforts of the distinguished and venerable 


'| of this on 


| upon these rules to amend them. 


THE RULES OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. BAYLY. I move that the rules of the last 

| House be adopted as the rules of this House, until | 
| otherWise ordered. 
| Mr. STANLY. 
Virginia will not insist upon that motion. As one 
of the minority of this House, it is a matter of | 
very little importance to us what rules are adopted. | 


jority, and they must take the responsibility into 
| their own hands; but I appeal to the experience | 
| of every member of this House—l ask the gen- | 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] to say if that 

majority can accomplish its own purposes by the | 
present rules of this House? I had various con- 





We expect to be governed by the will of the ma- || 


GLOBE. 


I hope the gentleman from | 
| 


} 
} 


1] 


sultations with the Speaker of the last House, || 


| (Mr. Cobb,] and with other individuals, in regard 

| to this subject, who have had much experience 
in this matter, and I do not hesitate to say, that | 
the rules of this House are made to prevent ghe 

| transaction of business. A minority can retard 


| 


|| the whole business of the House, if they choose. 


| hope, therefore, for the sake of the country; I 
| hope, for the sake of gentlemen upon the other 
| side of the House, who have business of their | 
own to transact, that they will not adopt the reso- | 
| lution of the gentleman from Virginia. If we | 
adopt the rules until further order, there they will 
stand, and we shall never change them. 
to see the majority of this House control its busi- | 
| ness according to their wishes; but I appeal to the 
| experience of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
, Bayiy] whether, if these rules be adopted, the | 
| majority will be able to accomplish th 
| object? 
| Mr. GIDDINGS. 
| ment to the resolution offered by the gentleman 
| from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty.] I move to add to | 
| the 102d rule, as follows: 
| And that if either of the standing committees shall 
| neglect for thirty days to report on any subject committed 
to it, a minority of such committee may report thereon 
| whenever such committee shall be called for reports.’ 
Mr. G. I will detain the House but a few mo- 
| ments. I wish to say, that for the last eight years | 
| a large portion of the people of these United States 
_ have been denied the right of petitiof. The peti- 
tions of the people are referred to the clerks of the | 
standing committees, and there they rest in silence. | 
The voice of the people is smothered, and their | 
| constitutional rights are practically denied. The | 
object of this amendment is to insure to the peo- J 
| ple a respectful answer to their petitions. I need 
| not go into a history ef the course which has been 
pursued in relation to this subject. All of us rec- 


gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) to 
secure the right of petition to this body; and this 
rule has been resorted to as an alternative for 
smothering the voice of petition. It seems to me 
| that if we are, as the majority of this body pro- | 
| fess to be; Democrats, the voice of the Democracy 
, expressed through their petitions, 
should not only be heard, but should be replied to 
| with respect; that their petitions should either be | 
| granted or rejected. The object of this amendment 
is to insure that result—to provide that the voice 
of the people shall be heard in this body. 
[A message was here received from the Senate, 
| announcing that a quorum of that body had as- 





| sembled, and were ready to proceed to business. ] 


Mr. GIDDINGS, (resuming.) It is not my 
intention to extend my remarks. I wish, how- 


| ever, to say to the new members here, that if we 


pass over this opportunity for amending our rules, 


| we shall have no other opportunity of effecting | 


that object. Itis the only chance. Fourteen years’ 
experience in this House has taught me that this 
is the only moment when we can lay our hands 
The gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Stawty] has alluded to 
the principle “that the majority shall rule.” If 
the majority are to rule so as to smother the voice 
of the minority of this House—to prevent peti- 





tions from being heard—I, for one, cannot aequi- 
esce in that principle. 

Now, for the purpose of testing this question, 
upon which gentlemen seem so anxious to precip- 
itate their remarks to-day, I offer this amendment, 
and hope every man will record his vote for or 

Inst it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have but one re- 
mark to make, and it is thix: Of all the difficulties 
and perplexing questions upon which this House 


‘ 


I offer the following emend- | standing of parliamentary law, the effect of the 


| was offered by the gentleman from Massachuset; 


Dee. 1, 
SS a es 
will be calied upon to act, they will find none mon 
difficult to settle than the rulesavhich are to govern 
its deliberations. I have had some little experi. 
ence upon this subject, and I know that it is wiy, 
extreme difficulty, when we get into a discussion 
of this sort, that we can ever a it. The amend. 
ment which has just been offered by the gentleman 
rom Ohio is new and unheard-of. 

“Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman will perm 
me to correct him. He will find by eXamining 
the Journal of the House four years ago, that the 
same amendment, couched in the same language, 


> 


(Mr. Adains,) and discussed. % 

Mr. JONES. I had reference to its adoption 
as one of the rules for the Government of a legis. 
lative body, that the minority of a committee shai) 
have power to report. If it prevail, the minority 
of a committee—it may be a solitary member res. 


| resenting the minority of a committee—will make 


| the report, and it will be presented here as the 
report of that committee. 


I desire || 


heir own || 


Now, in order to bring the House to the ques. 
tion on the original resolution of the gentlemay 
from Virginia, and to get clear of the amendmen 
of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Guppines,) | 
move the previous question. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, desired to jy. 

uire of the Speaker what would be the effect of 
the previous question ? 
he SPEAKER said it would be, if sustained, 
to bring the House to a direct vote upon the main 
question. 

Mr. STEPHENS asked if it was debatable? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. JONES said that, according to his under. 


previous question was to cut off all amendment 


‘| and all debate, and to bring the House to a direct 
|| vote upon the original resolution. 


The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ter- 


| nessee was correct. 


The previous question was then seconded, and 


|| the main question ordered. 


Mr. GIDDINGS desired the Speaker to ex- 


| plain the effect of the previous question upon his 


{ 
| move that the rules of the House be referred toa 
| committee with instructions to amend? 
The SPEAKER decided that the motion could 
| not be made under the operation of the previous 
question. 


| 


|; amendment. 


The SPEAKER decided that, according 
parliamentary law, the question must be taken 
upon the original resolution of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty.] 

Mr. MEADE asked if it would be in order to 


The question was then taken upon the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bartr,} 
and it was adopted. 

Mr. JONES rose to a privileged question. He 


/moved that the vote. just taken be reconsidered, 
| and that that motion be laid on the table; which 





| for Clerk unless he was 


latter motion was agreed to. 
THE ELECTION OF CLERK. 
Mr. HALL moved that the House do now pro- 
ceed to the election of Clerk. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Jones of 
Tennessee, Mr. Ricnarpson of Illinois, Mr. 


| Brooxs of New York, and Mr. Bowie of Mary- 


land, to act as tellers. ; 
The SPEAKER said that nominations were in 
order, and that no gentleman could be voted for 


eh in nomination before 
commenced; thereu 


the votin n, 
Mr. SAVAGE nominated Joun W. Forner. 


Mr.- MEACHAM nominated James ©. 
Mr. CHARLES ALLEN nominated E. J. 


SrTansBury. 

Mr. ALLISON nominated Greorce Darcy. 

Mr. J. W. HOWE nominated Horact 
Gree.ey, but subsequently withdrew the nom! 
nation. 

The roll was then called, when the tellers re- 
ported, that 208 votes had been given; necessary 
to a choice 105; of which— 

Mr. Forney received........,eceeenseseesccesere® 

WEE. Wee. cis cccubactdegisbesys 

Mr. Stansbury.........seeeee eeeees 


| WaLKER. 
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“The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Fi ae 
Illinois, Andrews, Appleton of Maine, Ashe, Averett, Bab. | 
cock, Bartlett, Bailey of Georgia, Bayly of Virginia, Bo- {| 
cock, Bragg, Breckenridge, Buell, Busby, Cable of Ohio, | 
Campbell of Iilinois, Cartter, Caskie, Chastain, Church- | 
well, Clark, Cleveland, Cobb, Curtis, Daniel, Davis of 
Indiana, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Disney, a Dun- 
ham, Durkee, Eastman, Edmundson, Edgerton, Ficklin, 
Fitch, Florence, Floyd, Freeman, Fuller of Maine, Gam- | 
ple, Gaylord, Gorman, Green, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Ham- 
mond, Harris of Tennessee, Harris of Alabama, Hart, | 
Hendricks, Heann, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holladay, Houston, | 
How of New York, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, | 
Johnson of Tennessee, Johnson of Georgia, Johnson of | 
Ohio, Johnson of Arkansas, Jones of New York, Jones of 
Tennessee, Jones of Pennsylvania, King of New York, | 
Kubns, Kurtz, Leteher, Lockhart, Mace, Marshall of | 
California, Mason, MeCorkle, McDonald, McLanahan, | 
McMullen, McNair, Meade, Millson, Molony, Morrison, | 
Murphy, Murray, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Parker of Pennsytva- 
nia, Peaslee, Penn, Phelps, Polk, Powell, Price, Rantoul, | 
Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, Robie, Robinson, Ross, Rus- || 
sell, Savage, Scurry, Seymour of New York, Seymour of | 
Connecticut, Skelton, Smart, Smith, Snow, Stanton of 
Tennessee, Stanton of Kentucky, Stratton, Stuart, Suth- 
erland, Sweetser, Thompson of Virginia, Thurston, Ven- 
able, Wileox, and Wildrick. 

For Mr. Walker—Messrs. Appleton of Massachusetts, | 
Barrere, Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bowie, Bowne, Bren- 
ton, Briggs, Brooks, Brown of New Jersey, Burrows, Cab- 
ell of Florida, Caldwell, Campbell of Ohio, Chandler, | 
Chapman, Clingman, Conger, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Dockery, Duncan, Evans, Ewing, Fowler, Goodenow, 
Goodrich, Grey, Harper, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, 
Horsford, John W. Howe, Hunter, King of Rhode Island, 
Mann, Marshall of Kentucky, Martin, Meacham, Miller, 
Moore of Pennsylvania, Morehead, Newton, Outlaw, Par- 
ker of Indiana, Penniman, Porter, Sackett, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scudder, Stanly, Stanton of 
Ohio, Stevens of Pennsylvania, Strother, Taylor, Thomp- 
son of Massachusetts, Toombs, Tuck, Walbridge, Walsh, 
Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, White of Ken- 
tucky, Williams, and Yates. 

Por Mr. Stansbury—Messrs. Allen of Massachusetts, 
Giddings, and Townshend. * 

For Mr. Darey—Messrs. Allison, and Thomas M. Howe. | 

For Mr. Young—Messrs. Colcock and Woodward. 


Mr. Forney having received a majority of the 
whole number of votes cast for Clerk, was declared 
to be duly elected; and he came forward to the 
Speaker’s chair and was qualified by taking the 
usual oath of office. 


- HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. FOWLER offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the daily hour to which this House shall 
stand adjourned shall be twelve o’clock, until otherwise 
ordered. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, rose for the pur- 
pose of saying, that if no gentleman on the other 1\ 
side of the House objected, he would offer a reso- || 
lution to save time in regard to the election of || 
Sergeant-at-Arms. It was read as follows: 

Resolved, That A. J. Glossbrenner be and he is hereby 
declared Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representa- 
tives for the Thirty-second Congress. 


Mr. MACE suggested that the name of Z. W. 
McKnew be inserted for Doorkeeper, and that of || 
John M. Johnson for Postmaster for the Thirty- 
second Congress. 

There being no objection, the resolution was so 
modified and unanimousl 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to re- 
consider the vote on the adoption of the resolution, | 
and to lay that motion on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 





The above officers then presented themselves at J 


the Speaker’s table, and were severally sworn in. 


SEATS OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. HIBBARD offered a resolution; which was 
read as follows, viz: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House immediately after 
the passage of this resolution ro in a box the name of 
each member and delegate of the House of Represent- 
atives on a separate piece of paper ; that he then proceed 
im presence of the House to draw from said box, one at 
& time, the said pieces of paper; and as each is drawn, 
he shall announce the name of the member or delegate 
upon it, who shall then choose his seat for the present 
session, provided that before said drawing shall commence, 
the Speaker shall cause every seat to be vacated, and shall 
see that every seat confinues vacant until it is selected 
under this order. 


On motion by Mr. RICHARDSON, the House 
then adjourned. 








NOTICES OF BILLS. 

By Mr. SMART: A bill to regulate the publication of 

the laws of the United States and the sehtietion of the 
advertisements. 

Also, a bill to prohibit the ecution of claims 

the United States by the heads of Departments, and Sena- 

tors and Representatives in Congress. 


By Mr. HALL: A bill granting to the State of Missouri || 


agreed to. } 


| the right of way, and a portion of the public lands, to aid 
Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Allen of || 1? th€ construction of a railroad from Hannibal to Saint 
- - 5 > | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


; 


Joseph, in said State. 


| line of said State. 


| 


By Mr. PHELPS: A bill granting the right of way, and 
making a grant of land to the State of Missouri in aid of 
the construction of a railroad from St. Lovis to the western 


IN SENATE. 
Tvrspar, December 2, 1851. | 

Prayer by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 
Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, appeared in his seat 


| this morning. 


ORGANIZATIQN OF THE TWO HOUSES. 
The following message from the House of Rep- 


| resentatives was delivered by Mr. Forney, its 


Clerk: . 


Mr. Prestpent: I am directed to inform the Senate that 
a quorum of the House of Representatives has assembled ; 
that Linn Boyp, ene of the Representatives from the State 
of Kentucky, has been chosen Speaker ; Joun* W. For 
NEY, Of Pennsylvania, Clerk; and that the House is ready 
to proceed to business. 

I am also directed to inform the Senate, that the House of 
Representatives has passed a resolution for the appoint 
ment of a committee jointly with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on the Pres 


| ident of the United States, and inform him that a quorum 


of the two Houses has assembled, and that Congress is 


| ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to 


make; and that Mr. Bayty of Virginia, Mr. Haven of 
New York, and Mr. Jones of Tennessee, have been ap 
pointed the committee on the part of the House. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, it was 


Ordered, That a committee of two members be appointed, 
jointly with the committee appointed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to wait on the President of the United States 
and inform him that a quorum of each House has assem 
bled, and that Congress are ready to receive any commu 
nication he may be pleased to make. 


On-motion of Mr. WHITCOMB, it was 


Ordered, That the committee be appointed by the Pres 
ident pro tem. 


The Present appointed Mr. Bricar and Mr. 
Mu..er the committee. 
ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 
On the motion of Mr. ATCHISON, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate will proceed to the election of 


| a Chaplain to-morrow, at one o’elock. 


IRISH PATRIOTS. 


Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I beg to notify 
the Senate that I shall to-morrow ask leave to 
introduce a joint resolution expressive of the sym- 


| pathy of Congress with the exiled Irish patriots, 
Wm Smith O’Brien, Thomas F. Meagher, and | 
| their associates. 


The resolution is as follows: 


Joint Resolution expressive of the sympathy of Congress | 


for the exiled Irish patriots, Smith O’Brien and Thomas 

F. Meagher, and their associates: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem 


ul 


way and making a donation of a portion of the 
public lands to the State of Missouri, to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from Hannibal to St. 
Joseph's, in said State. 

Mr. MORTON gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill granting the right of 
way to the Florida, Atlantic, and Gulf Central 
Railroad Company through public lands, and ap- 
propriating lands to the State of Florida in aid of 
the construction of said railroad and branches. 





BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill granting land to the State of lowa in aid of 
the construction of a railroad in said State. It 
was read a first time and ordered to a second read- 
ing, ~ 

Mr. CHASE, pursuant to notice, asked aad 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to grant to the 
State of Ohio the unsold and unappropriated pub- 
lic lands remaining in that State. And it was read 
a first time and ordered to a second reading. 


SPECIAL ELECTION COMMITTEER., 

The hour of one o’clock having arrived, the 
Senate proceeded to ballot for the special com 
mittee agreed to be appointed yesterday to con 
sider and report on the Florida contested -election 
case, 

The PRESIDENT announced that the Secre- 


tary had furnished him with the following result 


of the balloting: Mr. Berrien had received 21 
votes, Mr. Brient 21, Mr. Davis 21, Mr Mason 
17, and Mr. Pearce 12. These five gentlemen 
having received the highest votes, they were duly 
elected the special committee. 


The remainder of the votes were as follows: 


r. Douglas......--10 Mr. Norris..........3 


Mr. Pratt ....2..+-.6 Mr. Clarkes... sees eed 
Mr. Hamlin.........6 Mr. Shields.......... 2 
Mr. Underwood......5 Mr. Dodge, of lowa..2 
Mr. Clay....eeeeeess 4 Mr. Sumner......... ] 
Mr. Cass.....2..8.+.4 Mr. Coopesr..... aaned 
Mr. Walker.........4 Mr. Foote, of Miss..1 
| Mr. Felch.........0.4 Mr. Foot, of Vt......] 
Mr. Bayard.........4 Mr. Miller.......... l 
Mr. Geyer..........-3 Mr. Jones, of lowa. .1 
Mr. Hunter .......--- Se Oe an ae 
Mr. Atchison........3 Mr. Whitcomb......1 
Mr. Clemens........3 Mr. Hale... l 


Mr. BERRIEN. I would inquire what was 
the whole number of Senators voting? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot tell. 
It is not usual to require a majority of the whole 
number to elect members of a select committee. 
They are elected by a plurality. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I was under the impression 


bled, That in consideration of the general sympathy felt by | that it required a majority to constitute any act of 


the people of the United States for Smith O’Brien, Thomas 
F. Meagher, and their immediate associates, exiled Irish 
patriots, and the warm sympathies felt by the countrymen 
of these distingnished sufferers, who have become adopted 
citizens of the United States, the President of the United 
States be requested to authorize a correspondence to be 
opened with the Government of her Majesty the Queen of 
Great Britain, appealing to the magnanimity of the Brit- 
ish Government and people in their behalf, and respectfully 
requesting the liberation of these personages from their pres- 
ent confinement, with an offer to receive them upon the 
hospitable shores of the United States. 


MEMORIALS. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Mr. President, I de- 
sire to present the memorial of a convention of 
294 delegates from the States of Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Illinois, and Missouri, and the Territory of Min- 
nesota, which assemble at Burlington, in the 
State of Iowa, on the 23d and 24th days of Octo- 
ber, 1851, praying for an appropriation for the re- 


| moval of obstructions to the navigation of the 


Mississippi river. As the committees are not yet 
organized, and the memorial is one of a large and 
most respectable body, I ask that it be laid on the 
table and printed. 

The memorial was laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed, 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the petition of 
the present State registers and receivers of the 


land office at Dubuque, lowa, asking extra com- 


| 
Ht 
net |) 
| 


pensation for services in locating military land 
warrants. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
NOTICES. 
Mr. ATCHISON gave notice of hisintention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill granting the right of 


the Senate. My impression is, that we have sev 


eral times balloted repeatedly for members of 


committees. 

The PRESIDENT. The majority rule applies 
to standing committees. 

Mr. BERRIEN. So little desirous am I of the 
position in which I seem to have been placed, that 
if the rules of the Senate require a majoriiyto elect, 
I shall be very giad if those rules be adhered to. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I hope that 
question will not be urged. The Senate.is exceed - 

| ingly rejoiced at the composition of the committee. 
I hear on all sides perfect satisfaction expressed. 


The PRESIDENT. The rule on the subject, 


'| after speaking of the standing committees, says: 


‘¢ All other committees shall be appointed by ballot, and 
a plurality of votes shall make a choice.” 


| That settles the question. 
PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 


|| Mr. BRIGHT, from the committee appointed 
‘| to wait upon the President of the United States 


| and inform him that there was a quorum of each 
of the two Houses in attendance, and that they 
were ready to receive from him any communica- 
tion he might be pleased to make, reported, that 
| the committee had discharged the duty intrusted 
| to it, and that the President of the United States 
| informed them that he would immediately com- 
municate with the two Houses in writing. 
Soon afterwards, M. P. Firimore, Esq., the 
President’s Private Secretary, appeared below the 


| bar, and said: 


1 Mr. Preswent: I am directed by the President 


me a el 


of the United States to deliver to the Senate a | 
message in writing. 
For the Message, see House proceedings. | 

n motion of Mr. PEARCE, it was 
Ordered, ‘That the President’s Message and accompany- 
ing documents be printed, and that ten thousand copies 


thereof, in addition to the usual number, be furnished for the | 


use of the Senate. 


RECEPTION AND ENTERTAINMENT OF KOS- || 


SUTH. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, in pursuance of 
previous notice, asked and obtained leave to in- 
tréduce a joint resolution to provide for the recep- 
tion and entertainment of Louis Kossuth, Governor 
of Hungary, in the United States. 

It was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. ‘ 

Mr. FOOTE. I wish to ask the unanimous 
cénsent of the Senate to allow this resolution to 
be considered at this time. The terms of the 
resolution are exceedingly guarded, and can do 
no harm any way. Unless it is adopted imme- 
diately, I fear it can do no good. The action of 
the other House will be requisite, and I learn that 


the distinguished gentleman referred to in the res- | 


olution may be expected to arrive in New York 
this evening. If a joint committee is to be raised 
at all, it should be raised in time to deliberate on 
the form of reception. I hope that no obstacle 
will be thrown in the way of the early passage of | 
the resolution. This measure is not brought for- 
ward by me alone: it is the result of much con- 
sultation with many persons on both sides of the 
Chamber. It is introdiced, as I said yesterday, 
somewhat at the instance of the Secretary of State 
and other members of the Administration, who 
supposed it important that some resolution should 
be adopted on the part of the Senate and House 
of Representatives. In this matter I am the organ 
of those who, I suppose, entertain the common 
American feeling in reference to that distinguished 
stranger. I hope that the resolution will be passed 
immediately by this body. 

The PRESIDENT. Unanimous consent is 
asked that this resolution may have a second 
reading at this time. Is there any objection? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Let it lie over until to- 


morrow. 


THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 

Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi, gave notice of his 
intention at a future day to ask leave to introduce 
a joint resolution declaring the measures of adjust- 
ment, so called, a definitive settlement of the ques- 
tions growing out of the system of domestic 
slavery. 

The resolution is in the following terms: 


A resclution declaring the measures of adjustment to be a || 


definitive settlement of the questions growing out of | 

domestic slavery. | 

Be it resolved, That the series of measures embraced in 
the acts entitled ‘‘ An act proposing to the State of Texas 
_ the establishment of her Northern and Western bounda- 
ries, the relinquishment, by the said State, of all terri- 
tory claimed by her exterior to said boundaries, and of all 
her claims upon the United States, and to establish a ter- 
ritorial government for New Mexico,’’ approved Septem- 
ber 9, 1850; ** An act for the admission of the State of 
California into the Union,’’ approved September 9, 1850 ; 
*“*An act to establish .a territorial government for Utah,”’ 
approved September 9, 1850; “‘ An act to amend and sup- 
plementary to the act entitled ‘ An act respecting fugitives 
from justice, and persons escaping from the service of their 
masters carovel February 12, 1793,’ approved Septem- 
ber 18, 1850 ; and * An act to suppress the slave trade in 


the District of Columbia,” approved September 20, 1850, | 


commonly known as the ‘“ Compromise Acts,” are,in the 
judgment of this body, entitled to be recognized as a defini- 
tive adjustment and settlement of the distracting questions 


growing out of the system of domestic slavery, and as || 


such, that said measures should be acquiesced in and re- 
spected by all good citizens. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespar, December 2, 1851. 
The House met at 12 o’clock, m. 


Mv. Gentry of Tennessee, and Mr. Srone | 


of Kentucky, appeared to-day, and were quali- 
fied by taking the usual oath to support the Con- 
stitution, 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the reading of 
the Journal be dispensed with. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE objected, as there was | 
an error in the Journal, which should be cor- | 
rected, 


The Journal was then read. 


H 


\ 


| in the resolution of the House for the appointment 


E CONGRESSIONAL 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE said that he had voted | 
yesterday in the election for Speaker, but found | 
that his name was not recorded. He had voted | 
| for Mr. Barty, of Virginia. He moved that the | 
Journal be so corrected. 
| There being no objection, the Journal was cor- 
| rected accordingly. 

Mr. WELCH said that there was an error in 
recording his vote. He was recorded as having 
| voted for Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania. He 
had voted for Mr. CHanpier. He 
Journal. would be so corrected. 

There being no objection, the Journal was cor- | 

rected accordingly, 


Mr. DURKER said that he” was recorded on || 


| the Journal as having voted for Mr. Forney for 
| Clerk. He was not present, and did not vote. 
| He moved that the Journal be so corrected; which 
| motion was agreed to. © 

Mr. HAWS said that he had been informed by 
the Clerk that his name was not recorded among 
the votes for Speaker. 
Sranzy, and hoped the Journal would be cor- 
rected in that particular. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


NOTICE OF BILLS. 


Mr. COBB said: I desire to give notice of cer- || 


| tain bills which I intend to introduce. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to a question of 
order. I desire.to know of the Speaker, if the 


| resolution offered yesterday by the gentleman from || 


| New Hampshire [Mr. Hissagp] does not come 
up of necessity this morning, as the first business 
| in order? 


The SPEAKER. That is the first business in || 


| order; but if there be no objection, the gentleman 
from Alabama can give the notices he desires. 
Mr. COBB. I give notice, then, that I shall 


| to-morrow, or on the earliest day practicable, ask | 
leave to introduce a bill to graduate and reduce the | 


price of the public lands; 

A bill to grant the right of way and alternate 
| sections of the public lands to the Selma and Gun- 
| ter’s Landing Railroad in the State of Alabama; 

A bill to grant the right of way and alternate 
| sections of tne public land to the Memphis and 
| Charleston Railroad, in the States of Tennessee, 
| Mississippi, and Alabama; 


A bill to grant a quarter section of land to each 
‘actual settler upon the public land within the | 


| United States; and 


| or, in other words, to require the Secretary of the 
; : : : 
| Interior to give such construction to the law as its 


| makers in the House of Representatives intended, 


| and as said law expresses on its face. 


SEATS OF MEMBERS. 


The resolution introduced yesterday by Mr. 
Hipsarp was then read as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House immediately after 
| the passage of this resolution place in a box the name of 


atives on a separate piece of paper; that he then proceed 


GLOBE. 


hoped the | 


He had voted for Mr. |! 





each member and delegate of the House of Represent- | 





| time, the said pieces of paper; and as each is drawn, he 
| shall announce the name of the member or delegate upon 
it, who shall then choose his seat for the present session, 
provided that before said drawing shall commence, the | 
| Speaker shall cause every seat to be vacated, and shall see 

| that every seat continues vacant until it is selected under 

| this order. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I would suggest to the | 


gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hissarp,] | 
| who introduced the resolution in reference to the | 





say at half-past twelve o’elock, so that gentlemen | 


who are now absent may have an opportunity of || 


| being present to select their seats. 


Mr. HIBBARD. So far as I am concerned, I || 
| should have no objection to adopt the modification 


suggested by my friend from Illinois, but it is sug- 
gested by other gentlemen around me that the 
difficulty, which is certainly worthy of being con- 
| sidered, would be obviated if the House would 
| allow other gentlemen to select seats for members 
| who are unavoidably absent. 
| Cries of “* Agreed!” and “* No, no! ‘d 
here are several gentlemen absent by the order 
of the House, and it would certainly be unfair to 
proceed with the drawing in their absence. 

[A message was received from the Senate, in- 
forming the House that that body had concurred 


in presence of the House to draw from said box, one ata || 


selection of seats, that he should so modify it as 
to make the drawing of seats come off to-morrow, || 


Dec. 2, 


| of a committee to wait on the President 
United States and inform him that a quorum of 
the two Houses had assembled, and were ready i 
receive any communication from him; and tha 
Mr. Brigur and Mr. Mixver had been appoinigj 
on the part of the Senate. ] 

Mr. TOOMBS. It seems that there is q 
deal of disagreement about this matter. Now I 
think that a majority of the House have got bes, 
ter seats than they are likely to get in the lottery 
and I therefore move to lay the resolution on th, 
table, so that we may remainas we are. (Laugh. 
ter.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON called for tellers; whic, 


were ordered; and Messrs. RicHarpson aj 


of the 


|| Meacnam were appointed. 


The question being taken, it was decided in the 
' negative—ayes 34; noes not counted. 
So the House refused to lay the resolution op 
the table. 
Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania. I desire tp 
say to the House, that Mr. Darsy, of Missouri, 
is in the city, and has been here since last week, 


|, but has been confined to his bed since Monday 


morning by sickness. I move, therefore, the fol. 
lowing as an amendment, to come in at the end 
of the resolution : 

** And inasmuch as Mr. Darby, of Missouri, is confined 
at his lodgings in this city by reason of sickness, one of pis 
colleagues is authorized to select a seat for him when his 
name is drawn.”’ 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. The committe 
| of the Senate appointed to wait on the President 
| is now waiting for us, but the gentlemen who with 

me are upon the committee of the House, are 
| not willing to be deprived of a choice of seats by 
absence upon official business, and by order of 
| the House. I hope, therefore, that it will be the 
| pleasure of the House to delay the balloting for 
seats until half past one o’clock, by which time 
| we shall have returned. ; 
A Memser. Some one can choose for you. 
Mr. BAYLY. No one can tell what seats we 


|| should choose. 


Mr. HIBBARD then modified his resolution by 
| striking out the words “ immediately after the 


|| passage of this resolution,”’’ and inserting in lieu 


| thereof, the words ‘‘ at half past one o’clock this 
39 


Nir. JONES, of Tennessee. The members of 
| the committee would be perfectly willing to make 


u || their choice of seats before they discharge the 
A bill to authorize the transfer of land warrants | 


| issued under the act of 28th of September, 1850; | 


duties of the committee. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Moore's 


|| amendment, and it was agreed to, 


The question recurred on the adoption of the 

resolution as amended. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It seems to 
| me that it would be much better to postpone the 

drawing until to-morrow, than to fix it for half: 
| past one o’clock to-day. We may be engaged at 
| that time in hearing the President’s message, and 
| I suggest, therefore, to the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, that it would be better to postpone 
the drawing until to-morrow. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Permit me to make a 
| single suggestion. It is very desirable that the 
| Speaker of the House should have as much oppor- 

tunity as possible to make up the Committees, and 
| that we should meet as seldom as possible until 
| that is done. 
| Mr. STEPHENS. Very well, then, we can 
_ draw for seats after the reading of the President’s 
| message to-day. Let the resolution be modified 
in that way. ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would suggest, that if 
| the Executive message is being read ‘ben the hour 
_of half-past one arrives, the drawing of seats will 
come up as the next business. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I have no objection to that 
arrangement, and I therefore move to amend the 
| resolution by striking out the words, ‘‘at half-past 
| one o’clock,”’ and inserting, ‘‘immediately after the 
reading of the Executive message this day.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and the resolu- 
tion as amended was adopted. 


SEATS FOR REPORTERS. 
Mr. RICHARDSON proposed the following 
resolution, viz: 
Resolved, That the Doorkeeper of this House be author- 
ized to provide seats for the Reporters of the full debates 


and proceedi in front of the Clerk’s table, if it can be 
done without neommoding the House. , 


| Mr. R. said: I desire to say only one word in 
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me. 





selation to this ressbution. There is no gentleman, | confidence that he will do nothing that would | Mr. SWEETSER. I would suggest, that it 


| apprehend, who has served here for two sessions, 
but has often been misreported. He has been 
made to say exactly those things in the report 


| incommode the members of the House. 


which he did not say in the House, and it often | 


puts us to a great deal of trouble and inconveni- 
ence. It is very important, if we are to be re- 
sorted at all, that we should be reported correctly; 
but that cannot be done unless we can adopt some 
means by which the reporters shall be situated in 
a better position for hearing than they now oc- 
cupy. [think it very desirable that this should be 
done. and therefore I offer this resolution. 

Mr. EVANS. I desire only to add a few words 
to what has been said by the gentleman from IIli- 
and to express my entire assent to his reso- 


nois, 
Experience has demonstrated the neces- 


jution. — 
sity of it. 
House who has been fully heard by the reporters 
at those desks. 

reporters within the bar—as gentlemen will re- 


Unless we provide seats for the | 


member is done in the Senate—gentlemen cannot | 


be better reported than they have been heretofore. 
It can oceasion no inconvenience to the House, 
but will be a great benefit to us. I hope, there- 
fore, that the resolution will be adopted. 

Mr. KING, of New York. ‘It seems to me 
that the Hall should be arranged for the accom- 
modation of members, and there is evidently not 
space enough in the centre of the Hall when we 
are oceupied in taking a count by tellers, for seats 
for the reporters. 
passed during the last Congress, and after efforts 
had been made to provide seats in the manner pro- 
posed, it was found to be impossible, and the res- 
olution was reconsidered. I hope, therefore, that 
the resolution will not be adopted. 

Mr. CARTTER. I would merely suggest, in 
reply to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Kive,] that on each side of the Speaker’s chair, in 
the most convenient place for hearing, and out of 
the range of the tellers, there are spaces that might 
be occupied by the reporters, without at all in- 
commoding the members of the House. 
viding seats for the reporters in those spaces, wé 


i 


No person has ever spoken in this 


A resolution of this kind was) 


By pro- || 


might afford them a better opportunity for hearing | 


f 7 no joy. 
than they now enjoy 


Mr. KING. 


If seats can be provided else-| 


where than in front of the Clerk’s desk without | 


interfering with the House, I have no va 


to it; but the resolution provides that they shall be | 


placed in front of the desk. 


Mr. CARTTER. To obvjate that objection, I 


move to strike out the words ‘‘in front of the 
Clerk’s desk,’’ and insert ‘‘ within the Hall.” 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I willaccept that amend- 


ment. I desire only to attain the end which the | 


| gentleman from Ohio has in view. 
It occurs to me that that | 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
resolution is entirely too indefinite. In the first 
place, it authorizes the Doorkeeper to make a very 
material change in the construction of the Halli, 
and to cause an obstruction of the area around the 


| 
| 
| 


, under the direction of the Presiding Officer. Now, 
| as I understand the terms of that resolution—I may 


| 


} 
} 
i 
| 
| 


| a committee of this House. 


| decides the question, he will by a portion of the 


| If it is ascertained that we can furnish seats for the 
| the responsibilit 


| gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 


ay 


Clerk’s desk. There seems to be no restriction at | 


all—no limit to control the Doorkeeper. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I believe there are only 


two reporters engaged in reporting the debates || 


fully, and it is for those two only that provision is 
to be made. I am willing that the resolution shall 
be limited to providing seats for those two. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
other objections to the resolution. If we propose 
to make a change in the construction of our Hall, 
and especially if we attempt to make an encroach- 


It seems to me that there are | 


| “fifty.” | 


ment upon our area, that is already, in my view, | 
small enough, it seems to me that a committee of | 


this House ought to examine into the manner in 
which it can be done. 
authorize the Doorkeeper to provide these seats 


without directing the manner in which he shall do | 


it, and saying where the seats shall be, of what 


I do not think we ought to | 


construction they shall be, and what number of || 


them there shall be. 


the resolution. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will modify my reso- 
lution to provide for two seats only. It is quite 
unnecessary, in my opinion, that a committee 
should be raised for this purpose. _If the improve- 
ment is made at all, it will be made under the su- 
pervision of the Presiding Officer; and I have eistire 


| 
| 


It does seem to me that we || 
ought not to adopt the resolution in its present || very difficulty, adopted a resolution by which 
indefinite form, but that we ought to place some || ever 

sort of restriction upon the action of the Door- || whole year. That is now the rule of the Senate. | 
eeper. In its present form, I shall vote against || The members of the House of Representatives are 


The | 
resolution provides that if, in his opinion, it will | 
incommode the members, the arrangement shall 
not be made. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Illinois, 
I understand, replies to my suggestion by saying, | 
that if the change is made at all, it will be made | 


would meet the views of all parties if the words 
**during the Thirty-second Congress”? were in- 
serted instead of ** for one year.”’ 

Mr. BOWIE. Is it in order, Mr. Speaker, to 
make remarks in opposition to the amendment as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER said that it was. 

Mr. BOWIE. I regret very much to differ 

‘from my colleague and the honorable gentleman 
who has offered the resolution. I really think the 
time has come to rai#e the voice of this House in 
behalf of economy. ' I have no disposition to carp 
at small things, but when example after example 
of extravagance has been exhibited by the last 
Congress, [ think. at the threshold of this is the 
yroper opportunity to set our face against it. 

“here is an old adage to this effect: Economy is 
a good thing—good in the subject, better in the 
King. Economy is, if commendable in the citi- 
zen, infinitely more commendable in the repre- 
sentative of the people. Gentlemen who have a 
knowledge of what passed in the last Congress, 
| know that we voted for ourselves from $50,000 to 
$100,000 worth of books, and that done only in 
accordance to precedent. Now, we areagain pro- 
posing to give ourselves personal donations; for 
this resolution does nothing more nor less than 
contribute to our personal benefit. “No one can 
contend that any member of this House requires 
| five daily papers in order to enlighten him as to his 
duty to his country. Our time, if properly devo- 
ted, is absorbed by perusing the documents having 
an immediate connection with our duties as Rep- 
resentatives. We have not time to gather news 
from the four quarters. For what purpose is it 
we are now proposing to increase, in this single 
item the expenditure, of this House to the amount 
of $4,000? I hope gentlemen will consider the end 
proposed by the resolution, and look upon it as the 
shadow of what is to come. If we commence in 
small things, we shall continue to increase in 
every item of expenditure in the same ratio, until 
the contingent expenses of this House must receive 
the rebuke of our constituents. There are many 
members around me infinitely better acquainted 
with the dozen sources of expenditure than my- 
self, and which are multiplying every day, and 1 
hope some one of them will raise his voice in op- 
| position to this decided indication of a disposition 
| to waste the people’s money. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I am exceedingly 
gratified to hear the remarks made by the gentle- 
man upon the other side of the Chamber, and I 

| trust they will be responded to by all the gentle- 
men upon the other side. I suppose, sir, the Derm- 

| ocratic party, and I hope the Representatives in 

Congress, are determined to make war upon the 

extravagance of the Government. I think it 


be mistaken—it takes it out of the hands of the 
Speaker, and leaves it entirely to the discretion of 
the Doorkeeper, to make the arrangement accord- 
ing to his views; it leaves the matter to him, and 
to him alone. That is my understanding of the 
resolution. 

Mr. McMULLEN. Mr. Speaker, I concur 
fully in the views and objects of the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Rrewarpson.] It strikes me 
that the gentleman ought to accept the suggestion 
of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovwsron.] 
I think we had better throw the responsibility upon 

The Bisorkies yer 1S a 
mere officer of this House, and I care not how he 


members, probably, be censured for his decision. | 
I prefer to let the committee of the House be ap- || 
pointed to report the facts of the case to the House. | 


reporters in the House, let it be done, but throw 
where it ought. to be, upon the | 
members of the House. I hope, therefore, that the 
Sbanspeen will ac- 

cept the proposition of the gentleman from Ala- | 
bama, [Mr. Sreaeriee:] If he does not, I desire 
that we shall take a vote upon it, and throw the re- 
sponsibility, where it should rest, upon ourselves. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved the pre- 
vious question; which was seconded. 

Mr. RICHARDSON called for tellers on the 
adoption of the resolution; and they were ordered; 
and Mr. Ricnarpson and Mr. Housron were ap- 
pointed. 

The question then being taken, the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 62, noes 72. 


So the resolution was rejected. 
NEWSPAPERS FOR MEMBERS. 


Mr. ROBBINS presented the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resclved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished to the 
members of this House, during the present session, such 
papers as they may respectively direct, the expense thereof 
not to exceed the rate of $30 per annum to each member, 
from the commencement of the session. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move to 
amend the resolution by striking out the word 
‘“‘thirty,’’and inserting in its stead the word ‘‘fifty.”’ 
Thirty dollars enables us to receive but three daily |) 

apers. There is more than that number published | So ae 
in this city which it is useful for members to take. || would place us in rather a queer position, in doing 
We desire to take papers from abroad, and thirty | our duty with respect to the extravagance of this 
dollars is too small to supply us. | Government, to commence increasing our own ex- 

Mr. FOWLER, of Massachusetts. I move to || penditures,and most unnecessarily, asI think, too. 
amend the amendment by substituting ‘‘forty’’ for have been here two Congresses, and I must con- 
J fess, so far as I am concerned, the number of pa- 
pers furnished under the old resolution were as 
many as I had a need for, I could not use any 
more with any profit, and I do not believe ay 

f 


The SPEAKER. The question will be put upon 
the largest number first. 


Mr. FOWLER. Is not the amendment amend- 


able? gentleman could use any more with any profit. 
The SPEAKER. It is; but the question will || it, therefore, be in order, I will move, in substitu- 


first be taken upon the largest number proposed. tion for that resolution, the resolution of the last 


The question was then taken on the motion to || Congress. 
strike out $30 and insert $50, and it was agreed to. The SPEAKER. It is not in order. :. 
The question recurred on the adoption of the || Mr. BOWIE. Whenever it is in order, I will 


resolution as amended. | move to substitute it for that resolution. [It is, 1 
Mr. EVANS. I wish to call the attention of || believe, sufficient for the members of the House. 
the House to what they have, perhaps, not consid- Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, said: I desire 
ered with respect to the tiking of these newspa- || to express, with my honorable friend from Mis- 
pers. Members are charged $10 fora daily. paper, || souri, [Mr. Haxx,] my gratitude for the noble 
and are therefore entitled to receive it for a whole || and manly expression of sentiments favorable to 
year, yet they only receive it until the end of the || economy, which I have just heard from the other 
session, and thus the $30 is speedily exhausted. || side of the Hall. It is to me, sir, an indication of 
Now, last session the Senate, on account of this || a returning sense of reason upon the part of my 
Whig friends, and I am happy to have heard it 
here to-day from one of the leading and influen- 
tial men of that party, [Mr. Bowre,] a gentleman 
whom I esteem highly, and who, having thrown 
himself into the breach, will battle manfully for 
the principles of economy which he has just. in- 


Senator receives his papers during the || 


entitled to the same privileges as Senators are; | 
and I therefore move to amend the resolution by 


striking out the words * seine the present ses- || culcated. : 
|| sion,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof, ‘for one I feel assured, sir, that his economy 1s not of 
year.” that two-penny, picayune order which has so. often 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, accepted the | been exhibited im this Heuse, and that when we 
amendment ' {| come to make appropriations for the support of: 


Seo 


the Navy, hitherto so extravagant—when we 


‘formed that duty, and that the President had in- 
come to make appropriations for the Army, here- formed them that he would make a communication 
tofore so lamaaions and wasteful—when we come || in writing immediately. 
to appropriate the vast sums annually appropri- | Mr. CARTTER continued. I would not object to 
ated to carry on the machinery of this great Gov- || this acquirement of intelligence with a view of dis- 
ernment, his voice will be heard ringing clear and | charging political duties ; I would not object to the 
loud in favor of retrenchment and economy. Ido || appropriation, if it could be legitimately expended 
not understand the wisdom of that system of econ- || for that end; but if this appropriation be made 
omy which ‘‘ saves at the spigot and lets out at the || to the extent cnetetandee by the gentleman 
bung-hole’’—the economy which would scruple at || from Kentucky, [Mr. Sranron,] and the gentle- 
a useful expenditure of a few dollars, and permit || man from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,] it will but 
millions to pass without diggussion, and some- || bring back to this body the senseless scribbling of 
times without even investigation, Look at the || a set of hired reporters within this Hall, the chief 
enormous expenditures of the last two years! || part of whose employment is to draw the portrait- 
Did our Whig friends then scruple to vote for the || ure of the members for pay. This is the kind 
recommendations of their Secretary? Onthe con- || of political intelligence you will get; or the record 
trary, they marched up in solid phalanx in sup- || of the proceedings of some meeting, got up to or- 
port of them. This appropriation is a small mat- | der—a beaf steak convention in the city of New 
ter, and it is vehemently resisted. I trust the '| York, or Philadelphia, or Baltimore, to feed some 
same zeal will manifest itself in behalf of economy {| candidate into the Presidency. These things are 
when larger matters shall come before us. | manufactured to order, and multiply just as often 
The resolution proposes to expend fifty dollars || as funds are furnished to purchase the steak with. 
| [A laugh.] Now, I do not feel the want of any 


to supply the members with newspapers. If it 
were an hundred it would be profitably and use- || such intelligence; 1 would rather rely upon my in- 
| stincts, as the safest guides under the Constitution, 


fully expended. Thesum itself is scarcely enough 

to pay for the daily papers of this city, which are || than upon intelligence of this kind. [Great laugh- 

needed and/used by each member, and we ought | ter.] But this species of news does not come 
from the West; it does not come from the interior 


not to be confined to this city. We need the com- 
mercial and political intelligence derived from dis- || of the Union; it is fulminated to order in the cor- 


tant papers, to enable us to legislate wisely in || 
regard to the interests of thisgreat people. I con- 
fess, for one, sir, that I need the intelligence on the || 
subject of commerce, politics, and other matters 
which other countries, and other portions of our 
own country, furnish, to enable me to act intelli- | 
gently and wisely upon many subjects which will 
come up for consideration in this House. Unlike 
my friend from Missouri, [Mr. Haxx,] I am not 
ssheined to own that I need light, and that I will 


»olitical ambition bring their brains into operation, 
in order to reach public opinion in the interior. 
| Now, I am not in favor of pandering to any such 
corruption. I have no candidate of my own for 
the Presidency who needs any such kind of fod- 
| der, {a'laugh,] and I shall therefore be under the 
| necessity of voting against this resolution, al- 
| though I feel the want of intelligence as much as 


any one. 
be benefited by the intelligence which newspapers | Mr. CLARK. It is contended that the mere 
will afford. The appropriation will be useful to |; amount of the appropriation contemplated in 
me, to my constituents, and the country; and I || this resolution is one of minor importance, and 
trust the resolution will be adopted. | perhaps it is so; but the principles involved, 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I would not have 
troubled the House further, had it not been for | 
what has fallen from my colleague, [Mr. Bowie.]} 
I have not offered anything extravagant. I do not 
care if you do not take any papers at all, 


extravagant expenditures | regard as worthy 
of our consideration. I know that there are 
| those who regard economy in matters of this 
I am || kind, rather with contempt. This may be al- 
willing to supply my own. You may cut off the | lowed, so long as gentlemen are confined to the use 
per diem—I will stand that. Take it allaway, and | of their own money; but when they are about to 
the mileage along with it. appropriate the money of others, I think they 
Cries of **Oh! no!”’ and laughter.] should view the matter differently. We are here 
Mr. EVANS. It does not make any difference || about to appropriate the people’s money, and in 
with me. It is well known by those who have | doing so, we ought to have reference, not only to 
served in the House with me that I have been as || our rights, which we may properly exercise, but 
economical as other gentlemen. I do not know || also to the feelings and wishes of the people 
how the gentleman voted upon a certain private || whose money we are to appropriate. I trust we 
claim of $150,000. I know well enough | voted || shall not transcend the ight with which we are 
against it. I have proposed to myself always a || clothed in this matter; I trust we shall do nothing 
sound economy) but I wish, if you pass this res- || 
olution subscribing for newspapers, that you shall 
make it efficient to yourselves. After you amend 
the resolution in that way, you may vote it down, 
if you like. I am quite as ready as the gentle- 
man from Maryland, (Mr. Bowie,] or any other 
gentleman, to subscribe for all my own papers. _|| reluctance that I have risen to address a few re- 
Mr. CARTTER. If the object of this propo- || marks to the House; but after the remark8 just 
sition is based upon the necessity of increasing |! made upon this floor, I deem it due, not enly to 
the intelligence of this House, there is no doubt || myself, but to the country, that I should take de- 
that all need it; but the curiosity about the matter || cided ground in relation to this measure, not so 
is the source from which we are to draw this in- || much in consequence of the amount involved in 


. . . | ° . 
telligence. What is to be the effect of this propo- || the resolution—as the gentleman on my right [Mr. 
sition? It is a subscription to the newspaper press | 


| Crarg] has justly observed—as in consequence of 
of the country—a newspaper press fed by the | the principle involved in the question now present- 
proceedings of this body! And you propose to || ed for our consideration. Now, Iam here as an 
give $50 to the pewapene: press of this country || individual, to represent honestly my constituents. 
to secure this political intelligence, founded on the || In doing so, I pledge myself, upon all occasions, 
news zen furnish yourselves. This is the kind || to vote for the strictest economy in the administra- 
of intelligence you propose to acquire. [Laughter.] || tion of the finances of our common country. -In 
I apprehend this is a mere ‘‘ scape-goat,’’ to get || conformity with that pledge, in order to be consist- 
news to improve the heart. I think if you will || ent, 1 do not desire to commence with appropri- 
g° into the Senate chamber and ascertain what || ations to myself. I shall vote against receiving 
ind of food they feed their intellects upon, you || anything in the shape of presents from this House. 
will find Godey’s Lady’s Book and Graham’s || I am unwilling to vote even for the small appro- 
Magazine, and the other literary periodicals of the || priations provided for in the resolution now under 
daughters and || consideration, not because I am not ready to re- 
ceive instruction from the enlightened press of our 
country; I have always made provision for receiv- 
ing such instruction, and I have already provided 
for myself during the present session. I have 
subscribed for every weekly news = in my dis- 
upon the President of the United States and to |} trict; I have subscribed for three daily papers, and 
inform him that we were organized and ready to || I am perfectly willing to pay for them out of my 
receive any communication from him, had per- || per diem allowance. 


| against us. A less amount will be sufficient— 
| abundantly sufficient to supply all our wants, I 
| hope that an appropriation for a smaller amount 
will prevail. I shall certainly vote for it. 

Mr. SKELTON. It is with some degree of 


day, franked to their wives an ° | 
sweethearts, [Laughter.] This, I apprehend, is | 
the cause of this great desire to acquire intelligence. | 


This will be the result of it. It is all a humbug! 
Mr. BAYLY (interrupting) announced, that 
the committee upon the port of the House to wait 
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Now, [ trust we may be consistent with oy). 
selves; I hope we may enter upon the discharge of 
our duties as representatives in this Hall, by advo. 
cating economy in the expenditures of the Goy. 
ernment; and in carrying out this Principle we 


| should begin with ourselves, Let it not be said 


when we return to our homes, that we have go. 
nomically administered the affairs of our country 
in all matters relating to others, but have de arted 
from the principle in regard to ourselves. t wih 


| to be consistent; and in order to be so, I desire tg 


| we shall reject the resolution. 


to move a substitute for the resolution? 





| the 





which will prejudice the feelings of the people || 


| W. Harris, Hart, Haseall, Haven, Hebard, 





| say to my constituents, and to the country, onee 


for all, that I shall vote, on all occasions, agains, 
all appropriations as presents to myself; and { shal 
likewise vote for the most rigid economy in aq. 
ministering the affairs of the Government. | hope 


Mr. HALL asked if it would now be in order 


: He de. 
sired to present precisely a copy of the resolution 


adopted for several Congresses past. 


rupt cities of the East, where the hired minions of || 


he SPEAKER said it would be in order. 
Mr. HALL. I then offer the following as , 
substitute for the whole resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished to the 
members of this House, during the present session, such 
papers as they may direct, the expense thereof not to ey. 
ceed the price of three daily papers to each member, from 
the commencement of the session. 


Mr. CAMPBELL said that the time consumed 
in the discussion would almost pay for the papers; 
he therefore moved to lay the resolution and 
amendment on the table. 3 

The question was put, and the motion was re. 


| jected. 


Mr. CAMPBELL then moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. FICKLIN inquired what would be the 
effect of the previous question if sustained ? 

The SPEAKER said, it would be to bring the 
House to a direct vote first upon the amendment 


of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,} 


then upon the substitute of the gentleman from 


[ | Missouri, and then upon the original resolution, 
which form a part and parcel of a system of || 


The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 
Mr. CLARK demanded the yeas and nays; but 
were not ordered. 
he question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 


| Evans,] and it was adopted—ayes 112, noes not 
| counted. 


The question then recurred upon the adoption of 


| the substitute. 





Mr. HALL demanded the yeas and nays; and 


| they were ordered. 


The question was then taken, and decided in the 
afirmative—yeas 107, nays 98; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Allison, Andrews, 
Ashe, Averett, T.H.Bayly, Bell, Bibighaus, Bocock, Bowie, 
Buell, Busby, Caldwell, Cartter, Clark, Cleveland, Cling- 
man,Coleock, Daniel, Dawson, Dockery, Duncan, Durkee, 


| Eastman, Edmundson, Ewing, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, 
| Floyd, Fowler, Gaylord, Gentry, Secon, Gey, Grow, Hall, 


Hamilton, Hammond, Harper, Isham Harris, Sampson 
endricks, 
Henn, Hibbard, Holladay, Houston, Thomas M. Howe, 
Hunter, Ingersoll, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James Jobn- 
son, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. 
Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Preston King, Kurtz, Letcher, 
Mason, MecMullin, McNair, Meacham, Meade, Miller, 
Millson, Molony, Morehead, Murphy, Nabers, Peaslee, 
Penn, Penniman, Perkins, Phelps, Polk, Porter, Rantoul, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Savage, Origen 8. Sey- 
mour, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Stone, Stuart, 
George W. Thompson, Toombs, Townshend, Walbridge, 
Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Addison White, Wil- 


| cox, Wildrick, Woodward, and Y ates—107. 


NAYS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Willis Allen, Jolin 


| Appleton, William Appleton, Barrere, David I. Bailey, 
| Bennett, Bowne, Bragg, Breckenridge, Brenton, Briggs, 


Brooks, Burrows, Burt, Cabell, Cable, Lewis D. Camp 
bell, Thompson Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Chastaii, 
Churchwell, Cobb, Conger, Cottman, Curtis, Geo. T. Davis, 
John G. Davis, Dean, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Edgerto, 


| Evans, Florenee, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 


Gamble, Giddings, Goodenow, Goodrich, Gorman, Haws, 
Hillyer, Horsford, J. W. Howe, T. Y. How, Jenkins, Daniel 
T. Jones, George G. King, Kuhns, Lockhart, Mace, Mann, 
Edward C. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, Me- 
Corkle, McDonald, McLanahan, Miner, Henry D. Moore, 
Morrison, Mutray, Newton, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Andrew 
Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Price, Robie, Ross, Russell, 
Sackett, Schermerhorn Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Seud- 
der, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Smart, Snow, Fredenck 
Py Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Stratton, 
Sutherland, Sweetser, Taylor, Benj. B. Thompson, Thurs 
ton, Tuck, Venable, Walsh, Ward, and Williams—98. 


So the substitute was adopted. 

The question then recurred upon the adoption of 
the dition, as amended. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, demanded 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
A message was then received from the President 


| 


of the United States, by the hands of his Private | 


‘eoretard 
we Mr. Poway: Clerk of the House, as follows: 
Fellow-citizens of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives: . 

[congratulate you and our common constitu- 
ency upon the favorable atispices under which you 
meet for your first session. Our country is at 
peace with all the world. The agitation which, 
for a time, threatened to disturb the fraternal rela- 
tions which make us one people, is fast subsiding; 
and a year of general prosperit and health has 


Miitarp P. Fitimore; which was read | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 








were taken, and whatsoever referred to their trial 
and sentence. Copies of the instructions from the 


| Department of State to him, and of his letters to 
| that Department, are herewith submitted. 


crowned the nation with unusual blessings. None | 


can look back to the dangers which are passed, 
or forward to the bright prospect before us, with- 
out feeling a thrill of gratification, at the same 
time that he must be maecenaes with a grateful 
sense of our profound obligations to a beneficent 


Providence, whose paternal care is so manifest in | 


the happiness of this highly-favored land. 
Since the close of the last Congress, certain 
Cubans and other foreigners resident in the United 
States, who were more or less concerned in the 
previous invasion of Cuba, instead of being dis- 


couraged by its failure, have again abused the | 


hospitality of this country by making it the scene 


of the equipment of another military expedition | 


against that possession of her Catholic Majesty, 
in which they were countenanced, aided, and 
joined by citizens of the United States. On receiv- 
ing intelligence that such designs were entertained, 
[ lost no time in issuing such instructions to the 


pre officers of the United States as seemed to |! 


e called for by the oceasion. By the proclama- 
tion, a copy of which is herewith submitted, I 
also warned those who might be in danger of be- 


ing inveigled into this scheme of its unlawful char- | 
acter, and of the penalties which they would in- || 


cur. For some time there was reason to hope 
that these measures had sufficed to prevent any 
such attempt. This hope, however, proved to be 
delusive. Nery early in the morning of the third 
of August, a steamer called the Pampero departed 


| prisoners all admitted the offences charged against | 


According to the record of the examination, the 


them, of being hostile invaders of the Island. At 
the time of their trial and execution the main body 
of the invaders were still in the field, making war 
upon the Spanish authorities and Spanish subjects. 
After the lapse of some days, being overcome by 
the Spanish troops, they dispersed on the 24th of 
August; Lopez, their leader, was captured some 
days after, and executed on the Ist of September. 


| Many of his remaining followers were killed, or 


died of hunger and fatigue, and the rest were made 
prisoners. Of these, none appear to have been 
tried or executed. Several of them were pardoned 


| upon application of their friends and others, and 


the rest, about one hundred and sixty in number, 
were sent to Spain. Of the final disposition made 
of these we have no official information. ; 
Such is the melancholy result of this illegal and 
ill-fated expedition. Thus, thoughtless young 
men have been indueed, by false and fraudulent 
representations, to violate the law of their country, 
through rash and unfounded expectations of assist- 


| ing to accomplish political revolutions in other 


States, and have lost their lives in the undertaking. 
Too severe a judgment can hardly be passed, by 
the indignant sense of the community, upon those 
who, being betier informed themselves, have yet 
led away the ardor of youth and an ill-directed 
love of political liberty. 


to this transaction is herewith communicated. 
Although these offenders against the laws have 

forfeited the protection of their country, yet the 

Government may, so far as is consistent with its 


| obligations to other countries, and its fixed pur- 
| pose to maintain and enforce the laws, entertain 


from New Orleans for Cuba, having on board || , 0 
| Accordingly no proper effort has been spared, and 


upwards of four hundred armed men, with evi- 


dent intentions to make war upon the authorities || 
of the Island. This expedition was set on foot in | 
salpable violation of the laws of the United States. | 


ts leader was a Spaniard, and several of the chief 

officers, and some others engaged in it, were for- 
eigners. The persons onan it, however, 
were mostly citizens of the United States. 

Before the expedition set out, and probably 
before it was organized, a slight insurrectionary 
movement, which appears to have been soon sup- 
pressed, had taken place in the eastern quarter of 
Cuba. The importance of this movement was 
unfortunately so much exaggerated in the accounts 
of it published in this country, that these adven- 


turers seem to have been led to believe that the | 


Creole population of the Island not only desired 
to throw off the authority of the mother country, 
but had resolved upon that step, and had begun a 
well-concerted enterprise for effecting it. 
persons engaged in the expedition were generall 
young and ill-informed. The steamer in whic 
they embarked left New Orleans stealthil 
withoutaclearance. After touching at Key West, 
she proceeded to the coast of Cuba, and, on the 


night between the 11th and 12th of Angust, landed | 


the persons on board at Playtas, within about 
twenty leagues of Havana, 

The main body of them proceeded to, and took 
ioe of, an inland village six leagues distant, 
eaving others to follow in ¢ 


The | 


as soon as the means of transportation could be | 


obtained. The latter, having taken up their line 
of march to connect themselves with the main 
bedy, and having proceeded about four leagues 
into the country, were attacked on the morning of 
the 13th by a body of Spanish troops, and a 


sympathy for their unoffending families and friends, 
as well as a feeling of compassion for themselves. 


none will be spared, to procure the release of such 
citizens of the United States, engaged in this un- 
lawful enterprise, as are now in confinement in 
Spain; but it is to be hoped that such interposition 


with the Government of that country may not be 


| considered as affording any ground of expectation 
that the Government of the United States will, | 


hereafter, feel itself under any obligation of duty 
to interfere for the liberation or pardon of such 


persons as are flagrant offenders against the law 
of nations and the laws of the United States. 
Those laws must be executed. 


If we desire to 
| maintain our respectability among the nations of 


LOBE. 





proceed in the steam frigate Saranac to Havana, | 
, and inquire into the charges against the persons | 
executed, the circumstances under which they | 





15 
vague notions of altering or reforming governments 
in other States. This principle is not only reason- 
able in itself, and in accordance with public law, 
but is ingrafted into the codes of other nations as 
well as our own. But while such are the senti- 
ments of this Government, it may be added that 
every independent nation must be presumed 
to be able to defend its possessions against unau- 
thorized individuals banded together to attack 
them. The Government of the United States, at 
all times since its establishment, has abstained. 
and has sought to restrain the citizens of the coun- 
try, frofh entering into controversies between other 
Powers, and to observe all the duties of neutrality. 
At an early period of the Government—in the ad- 
ministration of Washington—several laws were 
passed for this purpose. The main provisions of 
these laws were reénacted by the act of April, 
1818, by which, amongst other things, it was de- 
clared, that if any person shall, within the territory 
or jurisdiction of the United States, begin, or set 
on foot, or provide, or prepare the means for any 
military expedition or enterprise to be carried on 
from thence against the territory or dominion of 
any foreign prince or State, or of any colony, dis- 
trict, or people with whom the United States are 
at peace, every person so offending shall be deemed 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be fined 
not exceeding three thousand dollars, and impris- 
oned not more than three years; and this law has 
been executed and enforced, to the full extent of 





the power of the Government, from that day to 


The correspondence be- |) 
| tween this Government and that of Spain relating 


the earth, it behooves us to enforce steadily and | 


sternly the Neutrality acts passed by Congress, 


| and to follow, as far as may be, the violation of | 
| those acts with condign punishment. 


and || 


But what gives a peculiar criminality to this in- 
vasion of Cuba is, that, under the lead of Spanish 
United 

| States, it had its origin, with many, in motives of 
Money was advanced by individuals, 
in considerable amounts, to purchase 


subjects and with the aid of citizens of the 


et 
probably 
Cuban bonds, as they have been called, issued by 


Lopez, sold, doubtless, at a very large discount, | 


and for the payment of which the public lands and 


| public property of Guba, of whatever kind, and 


arge ef the baggage, || 


| of payment, it is evident, were only to be obtained 


bloody conflict ensued; after which they retreated | 


to the place of disembarkation, where about fifty 
of them obtained boats and reémbarked therein. 
They were, however, intercepted among the keys 


near the shore by a Spanish steamer cruising on || 


the coast, captured, and carried to Havana, and, 
after being examined before a milita 
sentenced to be publicly executed, and the sentence 
was carried into effect on the 16th of August. 

On receiving information of what had occurred, 
Commodore Foxhall A. Parker was instructed to 


court, were | 


| 


the fiscal resources of the people and government || 
| of that Island, from whatever source to be derived, | 
were pledged, as well as the good faith of the gov- | 


ernment expected to be established. All these means 


mh process of bloodshed, war, and revolution. 
None will deny that those who set on foot military 
expeaitions against ark States by means like 
these, are far more culpable than the ignorant and 
the necessitous whom they induce to go forth as 
the ostensible ies in the proceeding. These 


| originators of the invasion of Cuba seem to have 


determined, with coolness and system, upon an 
undertaking which should di 
violate its laws, and put to hazard the lives of 

informed and deluded men. You will consider 


‘| whether further legislation be necessary to prevent 








ration of such offences in future. 
o individuals have the t to hazard the 


the 


cé- their rw 
i - 


this. 

In proclaiming and adhering to the doctrine of 
neutrality and non-intervention, the United States 
have not followed the lead of other civilized na- 
tions; they have taken the lead themselves, and 
have been followed by others. This was admit- 
ted by one of the most eminent of modern British 
statesmen, who said in Parliament, while a min- 
ister of the Crown, ‘that if he wished for a 
‘guide in a system of neutrality, he should take 
* that laid down by America in the days of Wash- 
‘ington and the Secretaryship of Jefferson;’’ and 
we see, in fact, that the act of Congress of 1818 
was followed the succeeding year by an act of the 
Pariiament of England, substantially the same in 
its general provisions. Up to tht time there had 
been no similar law in Eneland, except certain 
highly penal statutes passed in the reign of George 
Il., prohibiting English subjects from enlisting m 
foreign service, the avowed object of which stat- 
utes was, that foreign armies, raised for the pur- 
pose of restoring the house of Stuart to the throne, 
should not be'strengthened by recruits from Eng- 
land herself. 

All must see that difficulties may arise in carty- 
ing the laws referred to into execution in a coun- 
try now having three or four thousand miles of 
sea-coast, with an infinite number of ports and 
harbors and small inlets, from some of which un- 
lawful expeditions may suddenly set forth, with- 
out the knowledge of Government, against the 
possessions of foreign States. 

Friendly relations with all, but entangling alli- 
ances with none, has long been a maxim with us. 
Our true mission is not to propagate our opinions, 
or impose upon other countries our form of gov- 
ernment, by artifice or force; but to teach by ex- 
ample, and show by our success, moderation, and 
justice, the blessings of self-government and the 
advantages of free institutions. Let every people 
choose for itself, and make and alter its political 
institutions to suit its own condition and conve- 
nience. But, while we avow and maintain this 
neutral policy ourselves, we are anxious to see 
the same forbearance on the part of other nations, 
whose forms of government are different from our 
own. The deep interest which we feel in the 
spread of liberal principles and the establishment 
| of free governments, and the sympathy with which 


|| we witness every struggle against oppression, for- 


bid that we should be indifferent to those in which 
the strong arm of a foreign power is invoked to 
stifle publjc sentiment, and repress the spirit of 
freedom in any eountry. 

The Governments of Great Britain and France 
have issued orders to their naval commanders on 
the West India station to prevent by force, if 
necessary, the landing of uboatbertia from any 
nation on the Island of Cuba with hostile intent. 
The copy of a memorandum of a conversation on 
this subject between the Chareé d’Affaires of her 


peace of the country, er to violate its laws, upon \| Britannic Majesty and the Acting Secretary of 
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State, and of a subsequent note of the former to 
the Department of State, are herewith submitted, 
together with a copy of a note of the Acting Sec- 
retary of State to the Minister of the French Re- 
public, and of the reply of the latter, on the same 
subject. These papers will acquaint you with 
the grounds of this interposition of the two Jead- 
ing commercial Powers of Europe, and with the 
apprehensions, which this Government could not 
fail to entertain, that such interposition, if carried 
into effect, might lead to abuses in derogation of 


the maritime rights of the United oe The 
maritime rights of the United States are founded 


on a firm, secure, and well-defined basis; they 
stand upon the ground of national independence 
and public law, and will be maintained in all their 
ful) and just extent. : 

The principle which this Government has here- 
tofore solemnly announced it still adheres to, and 
will maintain under all circumstances and at all 
hazards. That principle is, that in every regu- 
larly documented merchant vessel, the crew who 
navigate it, and those on board of it, will find their 
protection in the flag which is over them. No 
American ship can be allowed to be visited or 
searched for the purpose of ascertaining the char- 
acter of individuals on board, nor can there be 
allowed any watch by the vessels of any foreign 
nation over American vessels on the coasts of the 
United States, or the seas adjacent thereto. It 
will be seen by the last communication from the 
British Chargé d’Affaires to the Department of 
State, that he is authorized to assure the Secre- 
tary of State that every care will be taken that, 
in executing the preventive measures against the 
expeditions, which the United States Government 
itself has denounced as not being entitled to the 

rotection of any Government, no interference 
shall take place with the lawful commerce of any 
nation. 

In addition to the correspondence on this sub- 
ject, herewith sabmitted, official information has 
been received at the Department of State, of as- 
surances by the French Government that, in the 
orders given to the French naval forces, they were 
expressly instructed, in any operations they might 
engage in, to respect the flag of the United States, 
wherever it might appear, and to commit no act 
of hostility upon any vessel or armament under 
its protection. 

Ministers and consuls of foreign nations are the 
means and agents of communication between us 
and those nations, and it is of the utmost import- 
ance that, while residing in the country, they 
. should feel a perfect security so long as they 
faithfully discharge their respective duties, and 
are guilty of no violation of our laws. This is 
the admitted law of nations, ard no country has a 
deeper interest in maintaining it than the United 
States. Our commerce spreads over every sea, 
and visits every clime, and our ministers and con- 
suls are appointed to protect the interests of that 
commerce, as well as'to guard the peace of the 
country, and maintain the honor of its flag. But 
how can they discharge these duties unless they 
be themselves protected? and, if protected, it must 
be by the laws of the country in which they reside. 
And what is due to our own public functionaries 
residing in foreign nations is exactly the measure 
of what is due to the functionaries of other Govern- 
ments residing here. 
flags of truce are sacred, or else wars would be 
interminable, so in peace, embassadors, public 
ministers, and consuls, charged with friendly na- 
tional intercourse, are objects of especial respect 
and protection, each according to the rights be- 
ionging to his rank and station. In view of these 
important principles, it is with deep mortification 
and regret I announce to you that, during the ex- 
citement growing out of the executions at Havana, 
the office of her Catholic Majesty’s consul at New 
Orleans was assailed by a mob, his property de- 
atreyed, the Spanish flag found in the office car- 
ried off and torn in pieces, and he himself induced 
to flee for his personal safety, which He supposed 
to be in danger. On receiving intelligence of these 
events, I forthwith directed the attorney of the 
United States, residing at New Orleans, to inquire 
into the facts, and the extent of the pecuniary loss 


sustained by the consul, with the intention of lay- | 


ing them before you, that you might make provis- 
ion for such indemnity to him as a just regard 
for the honor of the nation and the respect which 
is due to a friendly power, might, in your judg- 


SS 


j * 
|| ment, seem to require. The correspondence upon 
; 


. recommended. 


As in war, the bearers of 
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| Hawaiian Government. This Government 

first in wg step, and several of the lead 
Powers of Europe immediately followed. Ww 
were influenced in this measure hy the existing 
| and prospective importance of the Islands as 
|| place of refuge and refreshment for our veges, 
engaged in the whale fishery, and by the congig. 
eration that they lie in the course of the 
trade which must, at no distant day, be carried op 
between the western coast of North America and 
Eastern Asia. 

We were also influenced by a desire that thos. 
Islands should not pass under the control of any 
other great maritime State, but should remain in 
an independent condition, and so be accessible ang 
useful to the commerce of all nations. 1 need hot 
say that the importance of these considerations 
has been greatly enhanced by the sudden and yay, 
development which the interests of the United States 
have attained in California and Oregon; and th 
policy heretofore adopted in regard to those Islands 
will be steadily pursued. 

It is gratifying, not only to those who consider 
the commercial interests of nations, but also to al] 
who favor the progress of knowledge and the dif. 
fusion of religion, to see a community emery 
from a savage Mate and attain such a degree of 
+, civilization in those distant seas. 

It is much to be deplored that the internal tran. 
quillity of the Mexican Republic should again be 
seriously disturbed; for, since the peace between 
that Republic and the United States, it had ep. 
joyed such comparative repose that the most 
favorable anticipations for the future might, with 
a degree of confidence, have been indulged. These, 
however, have been thwarted by the recent out- 
break in the State of Tamaulipas, on the right 
bank of the Rio Bravo, Having received informa. 
tion that persons from the United States had taken 
part in the insurrection, and apprehending that 
their example might be followed by others, | 
caused orders to be issued for the purpose of pre- 
venting any hostile expeditions against Mexico 
from being set on foot in violation of the laws of 
the United States. I likewise issued a proclama. 
tion upon the subject, a copy of which is herewith 
laid before you. This appeared to be rendered 
imperative by the obligations of treaties and the 
general duties of good neighborhood. 

In my last annual message I informed Congress 
that citizens of the United States had undertaken 
the connection of the two oceans by means of a 








this subject between the Secretary of State and 
| her Catholic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary is | 
herewith transmitted. 

The occurrence at New Orleans has led me to | 
give my attention to the state of our laws in re- 
gard to foreign embassadors, ministers, and con- 
suls. I think the legislation of the country is | 
deficient in not providing sufficiently either for the | 
protection or the punishment of consuls. I there- 
fore recommend the subject to the consideration | 
of Congress. 

Your attention is again invited to the question 
of reciprocal trade between the United States and 
Canada, and other British possessions near our 
frontier. Overtures for a convention upon this 
subject have been received from her Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, but it seems to 
be in-many respects preferable that the matter 
should be regulated by reciprocal legislation. Doc- 
uments are laid before you, showing the terms 
which the British Government is willing to offer, 
and the measures which it may adopt, if some 
arrangement upon this subject shall not be made. 

From the accompanying copy of a note from 
the British legation at Washington, and the reply 
of the Department of State thereto, it will appear | 
that her Britannic Majesty’s Government is desi- 
rous that a part of the boundary line between Or- 
egon and the British possessions should be author- 
itatively marked out, and that an intention was 
expressed to apply to Congress for an appropria- 
tion to defray the expense thereof on the part of 
the United States. Your attention to this subject 
is accordingly invited, and a proper appropriation 


A convention for the adjustment of claims of 
citizens of the United States against Portugal has 
been concluded, and the ratifications have been ex- 
changed. ‘The first installment of the amount to 
be paid by Portugal fell due on the 30th of Sep- 
tember last, and has been paid. 

The President of the French Republic, accord- 
ing to the provisions of the convention, has been 
selected as arbiter in the case of the General Arm- 
strong, and has signified that he accepts the trust, 
and the high satisfaction he feels in acting as the 
common friend of two nations with which France 
js united by sentiments of sincere and lasting | 
amity. 

The Turkish Government has expressed its | 
thanks for the kind reception given tothe Sultan’s | 
agent, Amin Bey, on the occasion of his recent || railroad across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, under 
visit to the United States. On the 28th of Febru- |; a grant of the Mexican Government to a citizen 
ary last, a dispatch was addressed by the Secre- |! of that Republic; and that this enterprise would 
tary of State to Mr. Marsh, the American Minis- |} probably be prosecuted with energy whenever 
ter at Constantinople, instructing him to ask of | Mexico should consent to such stipulations with 
the Turkish Government permission for the Hun-| the Government of the United States as should 
garians, then imprisoned within the dominions of | import a feeling of security to those who should 
the Sublime Porte, to remove to this country. On || invest their property in the enterprise. 
the 3d of March last, both Houses of Congress || A convention between the two Governments for 
passed a resolution requesting the President to || the accomplishment of that end has been ratified 
authorize the employment of a public vessel to | 
convey to this country Louis Kossuth and his as- 
sociates in captivity. 

The instruction above referred to was complied | 
with, and the Turkish Government having released | 
Governor Kossuth and his companions from 
ee, on the 10th of September last they em- 

»arked on board of the United States stéam-frigate 
Mississippi, which was selected to carry into 
effect the resolution of Congress. Governor Kos- 
suth left the Mississippi at Gibraltar, for the pur- 
pose of making a vist to England, and may shortly || 
be expected in New York. By communications | 
to the Department of State he has expressed his 
grateful acknowledgments for the interposition of 
this Government in behalf of himself and his asso- 
ciates. This country has been justly regarded as 
a safe asylum for those whom political events have 
exiled from their own homes in Europe; and itis 
recommended to Congress to consider in what 
manner Governor Kossuth and his companions, 
brought hither by its authority, shall be received 
and treated. 

It is earnestly to be hoped that the differences 
which have for some time past been pending be- 
tween the Government of the French Republic and 
that of the Sandwich Islands, may be peaceably | 
and durably adjusted, so as to secure the inde- 

| pendence of those Islands. Long befare the events 
| which have of late imparted so much importarice || 
|| to the possessions of the United States on the Pa- |) 


- the Congress and the Executive of that Repub- 
| lic. 
| Some unexpected difficulties and delays have 
arisen in the ratification of that convention by 
Mexico, but it is to be presumed that her decision 
will be governed by just and enlightened views, a3 
well of the general importance of the object, as of 
her own mterests and obligations. 
In negotiating upon this important subject, this 
Government has had in vigw one, and only one, 
object. That object has been, and is, the con- 
|| struction or attainment of a passage from ocean to 
| ocean, the shortest and the best for travelers and 
| merchandise; and equally open to all the world. 
| It has sought to attain no territorial acquisition, 
nor any advantages peculiar to itself; and it would 
see, with the greatest regret, that Mexico should 
|| oppose any obstacle to the accomplishment of an 
| enterprise which promises so ith convenience to 
the whole commercial world, and such eminent 
advantages to Mexico herself, Impressed with 
these sentiments and these convictions, the Gov- 
ernment will continue to exert all proper efforts 
bring about the necessary arrangement with the 
Republic of Mexico for the speedy completion 0! 
the work. . 
|| For some months the Republic of Nicara- 
gua has been the threatre of one of those civil cov- 
vulsions, from which the cause of free institutions, 


cific, we acknowledged the independence of the || the States of Central America, have so often and 





by this Government, and only awaits the decision ' 


and the general prosperity and social progress of 
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